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With the Mandalorians:
Atross; Mandalorian supercommando, explosives expert (male Togorian)
Kharritokh of clan Bakh'tor; Mandalorian supercommando, martial arts expert (male Noghri)
Ronan Barec; Mandalorian supercommando, ex-special forces sniper (male human)
Boba Fett; Mandalore and bounty hunter (male human)
Grimes; Mandalorian supercommando, explosives expert (male human)
Trynic Jatt; Mandalorian supercommando, tactician (male Devaronian)
Ara Norvath; Mandalorian supercommando (female human)
Fell Tagren; Mandalorian soldier (male human)
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Ayden Stone; Mandalorian supercommando (male human)

With the Yuuzhan Vong:
Nas Choka; warmaster (male Yuuzhan Vong)
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Uunas Shai; commander of the Yuuzhan Vong base on Dubrillion (male Yuuzhan Vong)
Yaggath Sonnog; second-in-command on Dubrillion (male Yuuzhan Vong)

Others:
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PROLOGUE
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from the list of recruits volunteering for the Mandalorian Protectors, founded by Fenn Shysa and
continued now by the new Mandalore, Boba Fett.
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from Shogun and have made you a name as a police special forces marksman there. Your
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went to the others who already had been through and waited.

It was an honor for the young Ronan Barec to serve under one of the greatest warriors and the
best bounty hunter in the whole galaxy. Although Fenn Shysa, the old Mandalore, had already
AAT T AA £ O OAAOOEOOh 211 AT EAAT 86O AAOGCEO O11 1 OAE
Shysa and had visited the planets in the Mandalore Sector, calling for volunteers to join the new
Mandalorian army Fett wanted to extend, Ronan had left everything behind and enrolled himself.

Ronan Barec was a tall young man, broad-shouldered and strong muscled, with a face that
seemed too grim for his age. The man was a soldier and no matter to his youth he had fought many
criminals and terrorists on his home world Shogun and had been highly awarded for his skills in
high-ranged weapons. When serving the local police he had always had a military short haircut, but
now, nearly two months after he had left the police forces, his hair was nearly shoulder-length and
tousled, what made him look even more like a rogue.

With the age of 17, Ronan had joined the police and had quickly made a career into the special
forcesi £ OEA 11 AAl DIl EAA8 #AUT A "AOAAR 21T AT860 AEAOEA
Guards for the time of the New Order, and so he had been a master of several martial arts like
Echani and even Terds Kési. He had tried to train his son in those combat arts, but Ronan had
never been too interested in melee combat. He had always preferred precise high-ranged weapons
like sniper-rifles, and even before joining the police, he had become a real professional in those
weapons.

Later that day, BobaFettasOECT AA OEA OAAOOEOO O1 OAOGAOAIT coOl 6O
sniper rifles very well were assigned to Ronan; those who were not so good at explosives came to
Atross, a huge Togorian, whose pelt was partially burned from detonations; and those who needed
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Bakh'tor.

After the training-groups were assigned, Boba Fett was very content with what he had: 51 new
recruits, nearly everyone with battle experience from either military, police or else. Not everyone
AAT A £01i1 A pI AT A0 ET OEA - AT AA1TTOA 3AAOI Oh AT A OE
Noghri, Devaronians, Barabels and even a tall Wookiee. How latter would fit in a Mandalorian
armor was another question. For a start, the number was small, but Fett knew, that in time, they
would become more and more and eventually the Mandalorian clans would come back to life.

There were also still a lot of mercenaries and bounty hunters from Mandalore Sector around, many
with a proper Mando training that either were already halfway working for, or rather with him, or
would join, if the payment was high enough, sooner or later.

091 6 Al AOA AgPAOEAT AAA Oi1 AEAOOR AOO AOAT EZE UI
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bounty hunters and so on? so to say, scum. My predecessor, Fenn Shysa, has already done a great
step in reuniting the Mandalorian clans, but since there is no real state of war or a real need for an
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army, many clanmembers are still doing their old jobs, earning what they need for their and their
AAT E1 EidaOldnys€lf@i® §ill in bounty hunting business, and probably will stay as long as my

TAx pOOPI OA PAOI EOO EOh AOO ) AAT OAU OEAOG xA OEI O
for mercenary work, first. Because only asa unitwearestrol Ch AT A xA x1 1860 1 AO 1 OE
unit again. In the next years, we will bring the Mandalorian Protectors back to life, and the galaxy
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SEVEN YEARS LATER

Ronan Barec looked over the mess hall, where over three hundred T-shaped helmets looked
Al gET 661 U OF "1 AA &AOOh AxAEOEIT ¢ EEI OI AACEiI 8 'O
experienced warriors, Ronan had the honor to stand right behind Boba Fett on the podium, next to
him four other experienced warriors: the human bounty hunter Goran Beviin, who seemed to have
a rather good relation to the Mandalore, the Togorian Atross, whose black and red armor fitted
very well to his dark brown pelt, the small Noghri Kharritokh, whose armor only consisted in a
chest-plate, the gauntlets and his forearm plates, and the Devaronian Trynic Jatt, whose short
horns looked out of two holes in his black Mandalorian helmet. Only few of the Mandalorians were
not helmeted and if still, only non-human races like Wookiees, Barabels and Togorians. All of those
warriors gathered here had recently given proof that the Mandalorians were fully back at their
strength, ready to participate in the ongoing war between the extragalactic invaders, the Yuuzhan
Vong, and the rest of the galaxy.

O&OOEA AACEITTEIC 1T £ OEA ET OAOGEI T hd "1 AA &AOO EET A
x| OEET ¢ 11T OEA OEAA 1 &£ OEA 6i1ch xEAOh AZOAO Allnh
questionable and questioned. But, also from the beginning of the invasion, we have been knowing
that sooner or later, the Vongese x | O1 A AOAAE 1 00 OAI T OOAAOGE AT A xEDPA
just as they have done it with a too big part of the galaxy already. But instead of fighting them from
the beginning on, as reason would suggest, | chose to get us, the Mandalorians, as much time as
possible to get to know the enemy, and to prepare? to prepare for the inevitable assault on our
sector. And with the intel on the scarheads could gather in the last three years, we more than
successfully? no, nearly effortlessly? repelled the Yuuzhan Vong assault on Mandalore last week.

* 000 AO xA EAA AgobAAOAAR OEAU AOT EA OEA Ai1 OOAAON
we were more than victorious and experienced only minor losses, compared to the losses of the
Yuuzhan Vong. And | am more than proud of every single one of you? you are putting Jaster

-RAOAAIT 60 EAOEOAGCA Oi A COAAO EITTIiI Oh AT A £ETAITUR A
back to show the galaxy who we, the Mandalorians, are. We will not only surprise the whole galaxy
AU 100 OAiI I AAAAEGh AOO xA xEI1l OEI x OEAIMBAOEAAAO

freaks will get to know how real pain feels like! They will get to know USA 6

The Mandali OA8 0 OPAAAE xAO QAR Add@ddby aA ichmdhnse gplduge AndO |
even more cries and shouts of rejoicing, in all languages, that ebbed away without a notion of the
Mandalore? the Mandalorians were disciplined enough for that? as Goran Beviin stepped forward,
next to Fett and began to speak:

O7A xEI1l OAT A OAOAOAI OAOE & OAAOG O 1 AAOPEAA bl A
will be sent to often-used routes of the Vong, to intercept their vessels? in case of troop transports,
or any transports for that matter, they will be destroyed, and in case of frigates and other warships,
they will be boarded and taken? we can well need Vong vessels for distraction or infiltration in the
future. Our forces are only few, but we are Mandalorians and we know how to fight! When | first
entered one of their flagships in the beginning of the invasion, | swore to hunt down every single
crab-boy in this galaxy! Too long have | needed to fight with them, instead of fighting against them!

"O00 11T -0 AANOEAN AO OEAUGIT I DoArdalaiBat tocdina ©© thOdetdal AEA Ol
AOEAZET ¢ch )61l ET OOT AOAA Ui 6 O 211 AT "AOAA xET xE
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supercommandos and sixty usual Mandalorians to Dubrillion, one of the Vongesed [ AE 1

strongholds and headquarters, and retake it. Intel tells us that there are about one ten thousand
Vong on that planet, so our odds are 1 to 10. But the odds were about the same in the Battle of
Mandalore, where we have been outnumbered, as well. But we posses the right tactics, and we are
not outgunned. We have the advantage of surprise, and we are Mandalorians! This is a guerrilla
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war, a kind of warfare the scarheadsmi OO 1 EEAT U AT 180 ET 1 x2 ahdkeh ADOO xA
xEll OET x OEAI OEA EAOA xAuUu86d
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together with Goran Beviin and another dozen warriors, we will lay trap for the Vong frigate
Unfailing Punishment, a vessel that one of our spies has reported lately in the Null system. | can
hardly ask you to do your best? | know you will do, just as you did recently. Nevertheless, show

PAace | 5 yourselves worthy for the legacy of the Mandalorians. Show those scarheads what real pain feels
I EEAAG
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The long blue stripes converged to single white stars and the ships of the Mandalorian task force p.ge | &
Final Uprising jumped out of hyperspace, closeto, AT AT &, e a&térdid belt of Destrillion and
Dubrillion. The Pursuer Enforcement scout ship that had been sent here two days ago and had
made sure that no Yuuzhan Vong ships would be in the space where the task force had left
hyperspace, was awaiting them.
The task force consisted in the Mandalorian Dungeon Ship 3 D A 08 O withh@/AKBRYIMAT/i
light infantry assault transporters aboard, a dozen Pursuer Enforcement Ships and two Firespray
I OOAAE AT A 0AOOIT Slave GaB/E D] ATl Nedbs@AROHMR Was that the
assault transporters would land on Dubrillion, escorted by the Neo-Crusaders, the squadron of
Pursuers, and the Nemesis8 4 E A LéydoyAOudd®emain in the asteroid belt? later
accompanied by the Crusaders returning from the surface? and be the mobile base of the task
force.
O3EIl x OET OA OAAOEAAAO xEI - AT AAT T OEAT O AOAAS "1 AA
helmet com-link. He switched the channel and spoke to the landing forces:
091 O EAM«d® ABE DAOS O AT OE Bn!dnfakdu!do AT A NOEAES
@yad6 OEA DOI OA O EAAO I-rérdylar@d Adeenaline-EuéhedMardddloridn | A A O
OAOT 61 AAAh O1 O1 AET @Qahdadad A OET Cl A OI EAA8 O
Ronan kicked in the Nemesisd O AT CET AO AT A full tArbtle@®oligh A4 asterdidd E
belt, right in direction to Dubrillion.
Fourteen other ships followed him.

O3EOh xA EAOA A 1 AOAT O OEI xAO E3AODEDA UDLAOCHERT £
ranked Yuuzhan Vong communications officer who had just entered the commanding office of the
Yuuzhan Vong headquarter, reported to Uunas Shai, the commander of the Yuuzhan Vong base on
Dubrillion.

501 A0 3EAE 11TTEAA ET O OEA 1T £#EZEAAO08O AUAOh xEOE A
disturbing the commander without notifying himself.
OndAOOA I Ah OEOhd OEA Aii i1 O1TEAAOEIT O T ££ZEARAO OAEA
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0) 0 xEIl AA Ai1TAh OEO86
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hour later.

O4EAT OAT A EAOAT h OERDI KN OAOT AO 3EAE OAEA AOOEIT OOI
Pl AOGTTT TAA AU .U8TTC 90068 (A EO TTA T /A& 1T U AROGO x
OEOOAOQEIT ho EA AAAAAS

09AOh OEO86

Ui 1T¢c 9000 EAT O ydik-@edxéxtahsrt Qifidy Brfded Arlthe BB of
31 & OrAedvkrabrane in front of him opened and he stepped, together with 35 warriors, out of the
ship.

O7A EAOA 1 ATAARAA AT A xEiIl 1T1x ET OAOOECAOA OEA EOI A
his shoulder.

He took the amphistaff wound around his forearm, forced it to harden itself into a deadly staff
and ordered the warriors to secure the landing site and to move on cautiously.
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meteorites but no smoke over the crash site itself. I have a bad feeling about this, he thought.
He turned his head to the other villip on his shoulder that was connected to the leader of the
coralskipper-squadron and scared noticed, that the villip had turned into a pale yellow tone, what
signalized that no connection to its opposite existed any longer.
3O00AT cCA8 ) EAOAT 80 EAAOA AT U AgbPi Il OEIT O OET AA ) A
The yorik-trema had landed only moments after the coralskippers had passed their landing site.
Is it possible that they have been destroyed before we actually landed? he thought with disbelief. But

OEEO xAO OEA 171U bi OOEAT A OAAOGI T8 ' AT AOA OEA OEED
the ship itself let no sounds from the outside into the cargo hold. The pilot must have seen the
Agpi 1 OET 108 ) AAOOAO AOE EEI AAAI OA EOGO0 Oii 1 AOAS

As he was just in the turn, he realized that it was already too late.

. U1 7T¢c 90600 OiATTAA TUITTA AAEET A EEIi h NOEAREI U AT A
a defensive position, but it was useless.

The last thing he saw was a slightly glowing dot that approached in near light speed to a point
between his eyes.

Then there was only darkness and pain.

Incredibly terrible pain.
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Ronan Barec was very content. PAGE | 8
The anti-air SCSK-S4 rockets had taken out the coralskippers silently with miniature-black-holes
that were not hearable for humans and, what was more important, for Yuuzhan Vong. The Vong in
the troop transport-ANOAT EAAT 60 AOAT 11 OEAAA OEAO OEAEO AOAI
moment to another.
O"EO AU Ui 00 1x1 xAADPI 1T Oh OAAOEAAAOhG 211 AT OAEAS8
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Ronan had given the Yuuzhan Vong leader some time to think about what happened to the skips
before he had ordered the Mandalorians to take out the whole platoon. All Vong were dead, except
one. The most scarred Vong of all, the leader, who Ronan had taken out himself with a new weapon
which fired a bullet that attacked the nerve system of a Yuuzhan Vong warrior and let him feel the
worst pain he could experience in life.
Usually, the insane pain made the warrior unconscious, but Ronan better wanted to be sure that
EA AT A OEA - AT AAT T OEAT O xi1 O1 AT60 AA AEOAT OAOAA AO
projectors activated.
The holo made one look like a random Yuuzhan Vong: some with more, others with less scars
and tattoos. The projector even coveredthex AOOET 006 OE&AI A0 AT A EAOPAAEO A
hold a small device that projected a holo of an amphistaff. The only thing that could reveal this
nearly perfect camouflage was that most of the Mandalorians could not speak the language of the
Yuuzhan Vong. Only Ronan and some other leaders like Atross and Trynic Jatt had a tyzowyrm in
their ears that made them able to speak perfect and fluent Yuuzhan Vong.
Ronan went to the incapacitated body of the Yuuzhan Vong leader and got even more satisfied.
TheOEI 1T ED 11 OEA xAOOET 080 OEI O1 ARO xAO OOEI |1 Al EOA
The operation is proceeding perfectly, he thought. A bit too perfect for my sake, though. We better
keep our eyes open.
Just moments after Ronan had arrived, the villip began to transform in an utterly ugly and dire
scarred face with a flat forehead and a nose that was more like a dent than a ridge on the Yuuzhan
61 1T Cc60 AEAAAS

O(ix EO OEA T EOOEIT bDPOiI AAAAET Cch -studding, ut 9 600ed6 EO
somehow familiar and understandable tone for Ronan.

OwdAOOA 1 Ah OEOh AOO .uUsii¢c 9666 AEAA ET AAOOI As
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We eliminated the threat, indeed. Ronan smirked behind his visor. But we have no losses yet,
AEGEOO
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organic communicator in a cloth and fastened it on his weapon-belt.
600060 EEI 11T A Oi Al EOIA ATA 1T AEA OOOA OEAO EA Al
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Then he left the unconscious Scarhead for good and entered the Yuuzhan Vong troop transport,
where thirty-six disguised Mandalorians were already stationed. These thirty-six warriors were the
best and most elite of the Mandalorian Protectors? their platoon was called Honor Guards, as in
the most skilled warriors who had the privilege to be around the Mandalore and guard and fight for
him with their lives? and would have the most difficult part of the operation. Under the lead of
Ronan, they would infiltrate the main Yuuzhan Vong base on Dubrillion and cut the other bases off
supplies and support. Most of the coralskippers and ships on the planet were stationed in this base
as well and they could be blown up on ground far easier than in skies or in space.
Ronan went over to the cockpit where his best pilot was already acquainting himself with the
controls and Yuuzhan Vong bio-technology. His helmet was fastened on his back? he had no
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jetpack? and on his head, which still looked like a scarhead, was a bulky hood that was connected
with a weird organic cable-alike to the ship itself.
1 OA U1 O OAAAUR 4Ei Oed 211AT AOGEAA OEA PEIT 08

02AAAU AO Al xAUOh OEOhd +AOET O4ET O6 4UAOE OAEASB
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some kind of mentor in a certain way. In the recruitment phase, Thor had learned how to use a
sniper from Ronan, and Ronan on the other hand had learned some flying-tricks from the former
TIE-fighter-pilot of the feared Imperial 181 Imperial Fighter Wing. Honoring his old squadron, his
armor was matte black with blood-red stripes on both sides? just as the 181° had on their uniforms
and TIE-fighters. Thor, as one of the oldest Mandalorians in the mid-forties, was always in a good
mood and an excellent pilot. HHE AA Al xAUO AT OEAEAA 211 AT 80 1 AOGOTT «x
made his own lessons always airy.
Now, Thor was challenged with flying an outer-galaxy-ship that used bio-technology one could
hardly imagine. But Ronan knew that Thor would win the challenge.
Ronan went back into the troop hold of the organic ship and looked into the 36 different faces of
ugly, scarred Yuuzhan Vong warriors. They look freaking real, man. Ronan shuddered to think. And
)y OOOA x1 01 AT80O xAT O OEAI OI AA 11 OEA 1T OEAO OEAAS
O7 A talte bfi to the scarhead base now. You are the best of the best and you know what to do.
Showthose AE AE OEGRDA x A AOA - AT AAT T OEAT Oh AT A OEAO xA xEI
-TOA xT OAO xAOAT 60 T AAAAA OF AA OAEA8 4EAU ET Ax «x
weOA OEA PAOEAAO xAOOET 008 4 EAUcryA somdthin@thaki&sdT T AAA A
experienced teams in the Mandalorian forces barely could understand.
The scarred faces just nodded ghastly.

Ronan was just checking his EE-23s/YVK sniper rifle when they could eventually make out the
Yuuzhan Vong base in distance. For fifteen minutes he had been sitting in the cockpit, watching
the water of pass by under them, while the living ship was flying over the giant oceans of
Dubrillion. Finally, they could see the main continent after few little islands on their way from the
isleof 3 1T & @oAr® Xuuzhan Vong base on the continent.

The base looked gigantic. Even from a distance of at least twenty klicks, you could make out the
plants of growing coralskippers, the high buildings that looked like a mushroom upside down and
the huge organic ships in and around an enormous hangar-like building.

711760 CAO RénénihodgEOA O Al |

He stood up and walked back into the troop hold where now the thirty-six Yuuzhan Vong
warriors had been replaced through thirty-six elite Mandalorian Protectors. Briefly after the take-

O4EA 9OOUEAT 611 ¢ AAOA EOAERADEQEABOBOADADAT O OAD
Again, not many words needed to be said.
The only affirmation to his order consisted in the re-activation of their Yuuzhan Vong disguises.
Once more, he shivered with the utterly real-looking holos. Whoever has invented these devices
earns a medal.
We went back to the cockpit and noticed that the base looked even bigger now as they had
approached to three klicks.
O, ATA OECEO OEAOA EiT OEEO EAT CAOho6 21 1-ikd OAEARh DI
AOEI AET ¢4 O'AITA @OU GEAO Ui O Al T AE OEA 1 OEAO AEGC OEE
O6A0OU CiT Ah OEOhd 4EI O OAPIi EAA8 O2AAAU O EEAE Oi
O9AAER UAAERh AOO 1 AAGA 1T A O i1 AR xEI1 Ui Oeod 2711AI
Somehow, Tyark managed to maneuver the bulky rock like a small and agile starfighter into the
hangar. He landed in a way that the exit of the troop hold looked just towards the hangar, the rest
of the ship covering the troops from the outside.
Together with Thor and two other Mandalorians, Ronan left the cockpit and went right to the

i AT ACGAT A OEAO xAO OEA OCAOA® OI OEA EAT GCAOS
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last order before he made the membrane open itself and stepped out.
Noticing no sign of confirmation from his men, he blamed himself for always repeating things
they would do also without his repetitions, anyway. Theyare AT EOAR 1 AT 8 AAI EAOA EO 1
The building was at least five-hundred meters long and a hundred meters wide.
And it was filled with Yuuzhan Vong.
With lots of them.
Cannon fodder, Ronan thought.

PAGE | 10
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CHAPTER |11

Pain.
Yuuzhan Vong usually worshipped pain.

"O0O0 OEA DPAET . UGBTI T ¢ 9 Oddnagingtiord I0fEIAS ithi hole er@ouA AUT T A A

system exploded and burnt on endlessly. On the other hand, it felt like his nervous system was
frozen to the minimum of coldness. The pain was so insane that it made him unconscious, but even
in unconsciousness he could still feel it.

4EA T1T1U OEETC .UB8ITC 9000 xAT OAA xAO OI AEA8 41

from his suffering.
But this was the one and only thing he was not able to do. Or at least not allowed to do.

Trynic Jatt looked down on the numb body of the suffering Yuuzhan Vong leader. Jatt knew what
the Vong suffered? he was one of the developers of this new pain-bullet. Jatt also knew that the
Yuuzhan Vong leader would already have cried his soul out of his scarred body if not the special
toxin prevented that.

*AOO EAA 1T OAAOAA OF DPOO OEA OAT OGAT AGO 9OOUEAI
escape. He had other plans with him when the main mission was finished.

Trynic Jatt went back to the landing site on the isle of 3 T & @ndl @atched the Mandalorians
enter the two KDY AIAT/i troop transporters. The gunships with their troop holds for 50 soldiers
per ship and an armament that could easily beat an attack frigate, were the perfect transporters you

could get. Next to them, cloOA O O1T OEA O O0A A Gdmesis &adding Wwith ActivattdA OA A S O

cloaking device that made it look like a huge rock. In addition, Barec had added some plants to
i AEA OEA AEOGCOEOA T11TTE 11T OA OAAI 8 ) A& Ul GuekEAI
The objective was that each gunship would fly to one of the smaller Yuuzhan Vong bases on the
other side of the planet, far away from the main base, drop the Mandalorian soldiers off and come
back to the isle. The two platoons of Mandalorians would start a distraction attack on both bases
and make the Yuuzhan Vong peel off their forces from the main base and so make the job for
211 A1 "HbBnorAGhAabd€easier.
Trynic Jatt would command the platoon Crusaders to the nearer base, secure the position and
make the Yuuzhan Vong base to a stronghold for the Mandalorians. Atross and Kharritokh would
I AAA OEA AOOAAE 11 OEA ZEAOAO AAOAh AAOGOOI U EO
stronghold, and ultimately the main base.
The Devaronian eventually entered the AIAT/i7 A OO E | Odfitéd all#hirték-six Mandalorians of
his platoon had entered. The gunship took off and flew to its destination: the second largest
Yuuzhan Vong base on Dubrillion.

Ou

Ronan Barec walked over to the next Yuuzhan Vong warrior, the one with the most scars and

tattoos that indicated a higher rank.
0) OAAh Ui O xAOA OOAAAOCOAEOI 11 UI OO 1 EOCOEiIThHSG
09 A0 xHonaAdidand interrupted the scarhead with a strike of his as an amphistaff

disguised vioOT A1 AAA8 (A EEO AEOAAOI U ET OEA 611C680 xAAE

Simultaneously with the Yuuzhan Vong leader, forty corpses of dead Yuuzhan Vong fell on the
floor. Five seconds later, fifty other Yuuzhan Vong accompanied them.

21 1 AT 8 O -dbiicé wagalrdady deactivated as he drew his carbine and shot hostiles that
xAOA EAOAO AxALAKBEORROOHEI AT O OPAEIT

In mere seconds, the Mandalorians had taken out at least two companies of outer-galactic
enemies? what meant about three hundred Yuuzhan Vong -, only with vibroblades and silent
rifles? and the advantage of surprise. The only hearable sounds were short and quiet gurgles,
followed by rumblings when dead bodies hit the ground.

Ronan scanned the hangar with his life-sign-scan and found only a dozen survivors that were
quickly finished off by his bullets and slashes of deadly vibroblades.
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He went back to the transporter where the Mandalorians were gathering themselves and securing
the position. A Mandalorian, whose armor indicated that he was a medic, approached Ronan and

OAPT OOAAd O.1 AAOOAI OEAOh AgGAADPO Oxi xAOOET OO0 xEI
The bugs mainly hit the armor but a few razor bugs have found its weak pomts They survive, but |

AT160 OEETE OEAU OEIOE@S@ECEO ATU 1T1TT1CA

O, A0 OEAI Al xEAO OEAU xAT O Oihoe 21T AT OAPI EAA8 O
0i8 7A TAAA AOGAOU xAOOEI O xA AAT CAO86 PAGE | 12
O09AOh OEOh6 OEA 1 AAEA OAEA AT A xAT O AAAE O OEA «x
O7TEA060 OEA OEOOAOEg§séctnd-incogand. 211 Al AOEAA EE

001 OEOET1T Al AAOAA AT A O1T AAO ATT1 60T 1T h 21T1TATh6 ! OA
OAPT OOAA8 O7A AOA OAAAU O1T 11 OACrisiders8® O1 11 AO xA C

Ronan nodded and checked his carbine. He had fired a full round of pain-bullets and he knew
that each of them had hit the mark.
"AOOAO OPAOA OEI OA AOI 1 AOO8 4EEO EO CIETC O AA A
The7 AOOET OGEI #8 AXAAT U AO OEA EEOOO 90OUEAT 611 ¢C bPOI
and armor were very strong and could stand a Yuuzhan Vong attack and avoid a critical damage for
long, but a shake could hardly be prevented, especially in atmosphere.
The three dual-laser turrets came in action and quickly eliminated the threat.
The copilot fired a concussion missile in a crowd of Yuuzhan Vong throwing thud and razor bugs
at the ship that were easily deflected by its shield. The gunship landed and the Crusaders rapidly
deployed and cleared the area. The 7 A O O E | Oelir@inated adew major threats like other mobs
of hostiles and heavy weapon positions before they retreated and left the platoon do their job.
O-1 O0Ah 11T OAR 11 O0AR - AT AAT T OEAT Oho 40UTEA *AOO AAI
Al 80

Like the others, Ayden Stone confirmed with a double comm-click and reloaded his archaic, but
very effective Golan Arms XM-550c projectile carbine with mounted flechette thrower attachment.
For Stone, this was the ultimate rifle to kill a Yuuzhan Vong fast and efficiently. The armor-piercing
bullet was fired with an incredible speed that penetrated the Vonduun crab armor of the Yuuzhan
Vong easily. The best thing of all was that the bullet exploded after breaching the armor in a way it
only damaged the body and not the armor? so that a Yuuzhan Vong had to take off his armor to
treat his wound. The only problem of this old slugthrower was its very bad condition? not that
30T TA EAAT S0 1 AET OAET AA EO Cl»laid it Alvays @ikl WherEStonex A O
needed it most. For that case, Stone still had his sidearm and his armor gadgets, but neither was in
any way as effective as his carbine.

The small, organic buildings in the Yuuzhan Vong base seemed to be just everywhere and every
second several Yuuzhan Vong left their buildings and approached the Mandalorians, obviously
ready to fight.

7AT T h xA§dOA AAAT ORGAQNIHNSIERE tdight aAdidnerl cadefullyAtA h
the nearest hostile.

A loud discharge of his weapon sounded, damped by his helmet systems, when Stone pulled the
trigger and a bullet breached the air, so fast that it burned it and looked like a usual blaster bolt
from the distance, rapidly approaching the chest plate of the Yuuzhan Vong warrior.

I OOAAAT h NOEAO OAI AAEo O1 01T AAA xEAT OEAerAOI 1 AO A
followed by an explosion that was only a bit louder. The Yuuzhan Vong waved his arms to his chest,
fell on his knees and eventually barged down to the ground.

Only the adrenaline had made Stone able to hear and see this moment so clearly. In fact, between
the time he pulled the trigger and when the body hit the ground only a mere second had passed.

He aimed to the next target and gave him a full dose of flechette bolts. He then tossed a thermal
detonator right into a dozen of hostiles that had come too close for his sake and saw them trying to
jump away, what was obviously completely useless. Once more, Stone was amazed at the pure
accuracy and efficiency that made thermal detonators such notorious weapons. Inside the
explosion-radius of the grenade, everything was totally destroyed, but outside the radius,
everything remained totally untouched, just as if nothing had happened.

m
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(EO OEOI O 1 AAA EOOAI £ OOAT OPAOAT O ACAET AEOAO EO
from the blindingly bright explosion and he looked around.

Thirty-six Mandalorians stood around the dropping site, each of them on his feet and seemingly
unharmed. They were surrounded by about two hundred, partially badly by explosions deformed
corpses of dead Yuuzhan Vong, all in a radius of about half a mile.

Now, this base is cleared, Stone marveled.

07 A1 1 CAdadedrhd 4 OUT EA * AOO AT I BT EI AT OAA EEO xAOOET O
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CHAPTER IV

O3 00AOEI Oh OEEO EO 7AO0I T OA8 01 OEOQEI I AiAAOAAmgﬂA¢
7 E A Gha?, Ronan wondered.
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Only static answered him.
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then look for them. Meanwhile, the Lancers will have to hurry up and reinforce on our new
O0O0IT T CEI 1 A86

The warriors confirmed with simple nods. There was nothing to be said at all.
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A sudden explosion interrupted Ronan. He turned around and saw the transporter they had

arrived with standing in flames, revealing a Yuuzhan Vong equal to an AT-AT-walker behind it,

spitting flame-AT 1 00 11 OEA EAT CAO80O AT OOAT AA8 4EA AT AEAO |
badly hit by the explosion lay around the ship, burning as well.

0910 AAOOAO EOOOU APEAOCBRAEADKAAT DBAAOBGO7

O(AAOU Z£EOA 11 OEAO xAl EAO8 !'11 1T OEAOOh OAOOAAO O

O3EOh OEAOA EO 11 OAAAE AiT108hd $AOIATR A - AT AATI
launcher, said confused.
O02AA1 1 Ued EQR GHOE AGIh AMEUREIO EAAOU xAADPIT 8
O! Eh x Al 1 fréawvhddekkd liRd he HadEjdstQvaited for Ronan to ask? replied, aimed his
rocket-launcher at the wall on the other end of the hangar and squeezed the trigger, releasing a
concussion missile that soared into the wall, creating a perfect hole. Other Mandalorians already
AppOi AAEAA OEA OAAAE Ai11 08 AT A Al AAOAA OEA bi OEOEI
Ronan turned back to the entrance and saw his men firing missiles and grenades on the walker-
alike. But somehow, the walker withstol A OEA AOOAAEh £ O OEA DPAOOEAI AO
and disappeared in small anomalies.

Now they have these dovin-basals A1 OAAAU ET OEAEO CcOI 6T A ODPAOOBE8 xAE
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O02AO00AAOR - AT AAT T OE Alrdpss énat dfiere #ill in thephiliogialter OE A x A
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To say that Ayden Stone was angry would be a sheer understatement. He was furious, that for
was sure.

The Crusaders had fallen into an ambush like it stands in the book. The Yuuzhan Vong had
buried themselves under the ground, waited until their comrades were nothing more than corpses,
and then they had risen from below the hills of dead Vong, just as if they were zombies. Several
Mandalorians had fallen prey to the ambush, among them their leader, Trynic Jatt, who had taken
lots of hostiles with him to death. The platoon of formerly 36 men had been rapidly reduced to
roundabout 20 warriors, or less.

The worst of all was that the higher ranked Mandalorians had stood pretty near to the corpses-
hills and so all four sergeants had been Killed. After the survivors had regrouped, there were only
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two more corporals alive, Ayden Stone and Fell Tagren. They had made Tagren to their makeshift
lead and eventually returned to battle.

Stone was cautiously approaching the place of the ambush, together with his new squad of eight
men, and scanned the site with his life-sign-visor. He could see about fifty hostiles and reported
that number to Tagren, whose squad was approaching from the other direction.

Then he turned around to his own squad and told them:

07 A | Oddddpy @ik base. You are the more or less lucky survivors of the ambush and you
showed courage and skills in fighting our attackers. You are the best we still have, and | want you
to showthattothese EO6 O @@4-ATAUO8 $1 UT O O1T AAOOOAT Aed
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O7TEAO Al UI O Aieo
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He pointed his squad to move on and approached theambO OE OEOA8 4EA 9OOQOUEAT 61
OAAI O1I 11 OEAA AEOGEAO 4ACOAT 80 10 EEO ONOAAR OiI OE
Stone aimed his carbine to the nearest hostile, while the rest of his squad selected their
opponents with their bunch of grenades, rocket launchers and flechette throwers.
As soon as he had a clear shot, Stone asked Tagren if his squad was ready. The new leader
confirmed and ordered to fire at will.
And then, the odds changed, and a new ambush began.
The remaining Crusaders could take out half of the enemies without a response from the Vong,
but the scarheads rapidly took cover and defended themselves.
The Vong were throwing their amphistaffs, razor bugs and thud bugs at the Mandalorians, who
countered with grenades, missiles and blasts of blaster-fire and projectiles.
The battle proceeded quite balanced until the Yuuzhan Vong realized that they had no chance
against their attackers in ranged combat. They left their cover and ran over to the Mandalorians,
amphistaffs and coufees ready to strike.
"O00 ! UAAT 301TTA AEAT 8O0 xAT O OEA 9OOUEAT 611 ¢ OF O
gain an advantage, so he carefully aimed his slugthrower on the approaching hostiles and pulled
the trigger of the flechette thrower.
NothinghADDAT AA8 (A DPOI 1 AA EO ACAET h AOO OEA AAOAETA
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Bad luck, Stone thought as he realized that the Yuuzhan Vong had already come too close, even
for his low-range blaster pistol.
So he threw his just drawn sidearm away and extended the vibroblades in his gauntlets, preparing
for the attack of three Yuuzhan Vong that were enclosing on him.
But there never came an attack.
The warriors had already made their organic blades to staffs, as a sudden explosion blew all three
of them high in the air. A hundred meters behind the position where they just had stood a moment
ago, Stone could make out about thirty Mandalorians, one of them, a strongly built Togorian
without the T-shaped helmet, was aiming a grenade thrower over to Stone, with a smile on his cat-
like face.
Relieved, Stone retracted his vibroblades and walked over to the Togorian.
06 Ui 6 AAT OAAR OEA OAET £ OAATI AT OO EAOA AOOEOAAR
O AQtdasjustabl OO OEI Ahd 4ACOAT h xET xAO Al OAAAU xEOE
100 T £ OEEO i AO0O86
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without being detected.
Stone looked more closely at Kharritokh and saw most of his body covered with dark red blood.
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woundsatalle OEA AT T T A xAO £0ii EEI1TAA 9O0OUEAhme&lf 1T ¢8 O3]
respectively.
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CHAPTER V

Uunas Shai was totally surprised by a sudden explosion coming from the hangar.
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They will pay for what they did, Uunas Shai thought. But they are worthy sacrifices, so we should
take try to take as many of them alive. I better lead this operation myself.

O(O600OU O6Pho 21T AT 1T OAAOAA EEO 1Al 8 O0) AARAO OEI OA O
trap at the growing plants. We must be there before they are, blow it up and then set an ambush

Al O OEAI 86

They confirmed with comm clicks. Ronan checked the remaining distance to their target with his
rangefinder. 4 EOAA EI EAEO8 )8A DPOAZEZAO A EAOO AEOOPAAAA
O3EOh xA EAOA A POIT AT Aiho ' OEIi AOh xEI xAlT EAA 1
explosives to blow all of the coralskippers up. We need the 7 A OO E I Q héy havé eAough gear
OEAOA Oi AliTx Ob EAI &£ T £ OEA bl AT Ad8o
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without risking heavy anti-air fire. We have to take out the anti-air canon-alikes on their whole way
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O2ECEO8 31 Lanchrs ahddCRudadefd t6 feave their stronghold and make their way here.
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Uunas Shai and his company of Yuuzhan Vong warriors had to walk to the growing plants on foot
because no yorik-trema transport carrier had survived the detonation. They now had approached
the first plant and cautlously awaited new orders.
O-TOA T1Th xAOOEI OOhd 501 AO 3EAE 1T OAAOAA OEAiIi 8 O7A
The warriors went on and hid in the environment, when a sudden bolt breached the air and hit
the leading warrior right in his head. They searched cover at once and threw thud bugs in the
direction where the blast had come from.
Uunas Shai could see more blasts of fire, which hit nearly all of the thud bugs before they were
near enough to be a real threat. The commander of the Yuuzhan Vong was surprised by the sheer
precision of the shots of their enemies.
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Those infidels are really worthy, he thought, not without a bit of fear of losing this battle. But they
areoudl O AAOAA AT A AT160 OOAT A A AEAT CA AcCAET 00 OEA
Yammka.

O4AEA AO T ATU AO bi OOEAI A Al EOAhe EA 1T OAAOAA EEO
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A blaster bolt hit his Vonduun-AOAA AOi 1T 0 11 EEO 1 AZEO OEIT 01 AAOh AB¢
really dangerous. Uunas Shai enjoyed the pain that burned like fire in his shoulder and used it to PAGE | 18
feed his wrath even more.

The first enemy he could see was in silver and golden armor, wielding a big rifle with a bayonet
under its muzzle.

I hope this is their leader, he thought.! 1 x AUO OAEA 1T £& OEA AT AT U8O EAAAS

Uunas Shai made his living weapon transform into astaffand OEOAx EO OECEO AO EEO
shoulder.

O)T ATiT ETcho 211 AT OEI OOAA 100 xEAT EA OAx A EAAOE
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distance was too short for getting a precise shot.

So he activated the viboro-AT EOOAO 11 EEO OEAZAI A0 AAUITAO AT A xAE

The Vong, who was obviously the highest ranked on battlefield, counting by his high amount of
scars and tattoos, suddenly threw his amphistA £#£2 AO A OPAAO AO 211 AT 80 OET O
Mandalorian ducked and rammed his rifle into the living weapon.
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carbine out again and threw it away, preparing forthe YWWWUEAT 611 C6 0 AOOAAES

The scarhead, obviously surprised that his main weapon was useless now, drew his dagger-like
weapon, acoufee, AT A 1 O1T CAA 1 6Oh AOOAI POET ¢ O1I OI AGE 211 AT 6

Ronan extended the vibroblades in his right gauntlet and parried the stroke. Then he rammed his
1 A£EO ET OEA OAAOEAAAGO AOIi PEO AT A EAEOAA A xOEOO AA
bullets.

The Yuuzhan Vong leader collapsed and kissed the dust.

Ronan retracted his vibroblades and pulled his EE-23 out of the dead amphistaff.
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ordered. Grimes confirmed with a double comm-click and half of the Honor Guards went off to the
growing plants.
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Fierfek! 7 EU AAT 6 O AT UOE Rbngn tiiight AeSpertxdlyAHud thkrA ig ohe way we
can handle this situation.

He ordered his comm-officer to him and then arranged a long-range commlink tothe 3 DA 08 O
Legacy in orbit.
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CHAPTER VI

O3EOh OEA OOOOEOEI C OO0 T PO EAOA EOOO AOOEOAARG OE
Sonnog, the highest ranked Yuuzhan Vong warrior in the base.

O3AT A OEA BihdADABQAOE 31117 ¢C OAEA8 4EEO xAO AA
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Shortly after his order was executed, a badly injured low-ranked Yuuzhan Vong warrior entered
the building.
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trapped us, there. They were totally outnumbered, but only forty of our two hundred warriors
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step with those Jeedai? or even on a higher step, sir. The only chance to beat them is sending in all
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warriors on this planet. NomaO OAO EI x Cci 1T A OEAU ZECEOh OEAU AAT 80
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this planet. We have heard of an attack on the nearest base, sir. | bet those are the same warriors
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Val Choka only nodded and attended his duties.
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that only when they bypassed the high-energy particle shields of his fighter, what was unlikely.

The two twin low-energy-turbolaser cannons of the small attack-ship were devastating all ground
and buildings beneath it, the powerful anti-air SCSK-S4 rockets bringing down the coralskippers
sent to intercept him.
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The Gauntlet, as Fett called his newest ship, was a heavily modified MandalMotors StarViper
assault fighter, equipped with weaponry that could outrun a Star Destroyer with ease. The two twin
low-energy turbolaser cannons and the hull reinforced with Mandalorian iron had cost Boba Fett
most of his money, but it was more than worth it. The low-energy turbolaser cannons were more
powerful than any heavy laser cannon and the damage caused was even more truculent. The
Gauntlet OAOAT A1 AA A OI 1T AAOT 6 " A angdtHerQpacectaft-OnotwdthiogA 1 1T OA O
droid mind like the old traditional Mandalorian invasion machines. PAce | 20
Somehow, Fett was nearly as much linked to the Gauntlet as to his old ship, which had already
been owned by his father, the Slave I. The StarViper-fighter actually had an artificial intelligence
that allowed it to operate completely on its own. Not that Boba would need that, but he always
went on the safe way. But the bond to his ship had something special, he had to admit? not as
special as to his first ship, but still more than any of his other ships, yet.
The coralskipper growing plants had now come close enough that Boba could deploy the
concussion charges and finish the job of the Honor Guards. The explosions quickly razed the plants
to the ground.
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The anti-air projectiles from ground were still trying to penetrate the particle shields of the

Gauntlet, but Boba Fett knew that when it went on like that, they ultimately would breach his

defenses and bring the heavy fighter down.
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to bring it down before it reaches the plants?! Now, all our coralskippers are dead and the plants
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membrane-wall of the building.

The abomination fighter looked more like a fire-breathing insect, which was spitting green flames
all round it, destroying everything that came in sight. It reminded Yaggath Sonnog of the bsellikk
bug in his home-galaxy, whose feelerssquitAA COAAT O @ET ET O OEA AT Ai U8 G
enemy unable to fight and see the bug anymore, making it an easy task for the insect to finish its
enemy off.

Suddenly, Yaggath Sonnog remembered a legend he had heard a long time ago, on the long
voyage to the new galaxy. It had been about the first encounters of the Yuuzhan Vong in this
galaxy. A yorik-strohna scout ship? camouflaged as a small asteroid? had been investigating the
space near a planet with an asteroid belt, when suddenly an insect-like infidel ship had appeared,
firing on the scout ship and several other asteroids. The scout ship had thrown off its asteroid hull
and fled, followed by the insect-like ship. The Yuuzhan Vong craft had defended itself and
obviously surprised the attacking abomination, and then jumped into darkspace. The attacker had
chased it up top the edge of the galaxy and then left it for good. This had, according to the legend,
made the Yuuzhan Vong wait for a better time to show up in the galaxy.

The reason why Yaggath Sonnog thought of that was because the described insect-like attacking
infidel ship had similarities with the infidel abomination now attacking the base on Dubrillion.

Can it be possible that there is some relation between those two ships? he thought doubtfully.

Maybe we have waited too long and those enemies are back now, to let us pay for what we did to their

galaxy?
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He stopped thinking about that. It was heresy. The gods had found this new galaxy and the
x AOOET OO0 xAOAT 60 Al 11 xdshnslfithe do@ AvdhtedEsaciificec WA EO CT A0S A
Yuuzhan Vong would give them.
Yaggath Sonnog made the membrane totally transparent to see what the infidel fighter was
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At least not before the abomination suddenly appeared directly in front of the window, its
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flames.
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The Yuuzhan Vong had already approached to fire-range and were throwing their usual first
waves of thud and razor bugs. The Mandalorians countered with blaster bolts, grenades, thermal
detonators, armor piercing ACPs (Accelerated Charged Particles) and pain bullets.
Until now, the Mandalorians had the advantage of better and more precise ranged weapons, as
well as better ground and cover, but when the Yuuzhan Vong had come close enough for melee
combat, former advantage would turn into a disadvantage, and the sheer number of scarheads
would eventually mean victory for them.
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His words were followed by a big explosion, which Ronan could hear before he could see it,
because Fett had kept the comm-channel open.
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Ronan pointed his men to retreat, finished off some more Yuuzhan Vong and then waited for
Boba Fett to release his special missiles. Using the same toxin as the pain bullets, the missiles
released a gas that hit the Yuuzhan Vong nervous system hard and fast. Strikingly called
nervekillers, those toxins were the direct opposite of painkillers.
Boba Fett released the missile on the nearest group of Yuuzhan Vong and it exploded in the air,
releasing the deadly toxins. Three more missiles at other places finished it.
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CHAPTER VII

. U8 1T 1 ctillgefd théincredible pain, but he was conscious again. Bit by bit, the pain
decreased, and the Yuuzhan Vong could see and feel again.

He got up and looked around. The small isle he was on was the only land in a range of about five
kilometers. Elsewhere, there was only water. A lot of water.
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troops and they had moved on to the crash-site, when they had fallen into an ambush and he had
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able to make out who his attackers were, but there was one thing he knew for sure: they were
neither soldiers of the infidel New Republic Defense Force nor of the Imperial Remnants or else
factions. They wereanewenemy? i T A OEAO AT OIl AT8O0 EOOO AA AAOEI U AE

Those infidels? whoever they are? probably came here to occupy the planet,. U1 1 ¢ 9000 OEIT OC
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above all levels, even for a YuuzhanVong? AEAT 80 EAI D EOS

It was impossible for him to swim to the next island? the one where the new enemies had
landed. The isle he was on had nothing to offer what could make him able to build a raft. There was
only grass on it, nothing more.

So he had to wait until a patrol ship came, and, with a bit of luck, notice him.

And he knew that it could already be too late then.
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pack it with as many missiles and bombs as possible. Thor, you will take the Claw and then lead the
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island where the Mandalorians had landed again and had to pick up Thor before takeoff.
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position.

Ronan watched the StarViper attack ship head to the hostile front, deploying the second
nervekiller-missile and burning turbolaser-fire into the enemy lines.

His Honor Guards had nothing to do right now but waiting forthe, AT Adh@OGOOAAA OO
arrival, and so Ronan enjoyed every little bit of this short time of rest.

The first time since his arrival on Dubrillion, Ronan actually had time to think about the
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out the main base and the growing plants.
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Ronan was surprised that yet so many Mandalorians had made it so far. Boba Fett has done a
great job in rejoining them, he thought. No other army or military unit in the galaxy would have
come so far with so few troops.

On the other side of the battlefield, there was no time to rest.

There was a fierce battle going on, and the Mandalorians could just quite defend themselves and
retreat, while the Yuuzhan Vong were marching forward, ignoring the turbolaser blasts from the
Gauntlet. AEA 611 ¢ AEAT 80O I ETA 171T00A0 EI OEEO AKOOI A8 4E
4EA 611 ¢ EAA OOAT O&I O AA &£OTIT 1TTOA TO 1AGO EITIT OAA
stopped by anything.
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had now to use his hidden weapons.

Such as my nifty wrist-mounted flamethrower.
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against Yuuzhan Vong.

The waves of flames hold the Yuuzhan Vong off, but others followed, stepping over their dead
comrades, throwing plasma eels, thud and razor bugs all around them. It was hard for most of the
- AT AAT T OEAT O O AOI EA EEOOh AT A TATU ¢i O EOOO AT A
after all.
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his own men.

Ayden Stone unleashed one more burst of bright flames before he deactivated the fierce and
deadly weapon. The fuel tank was nearly empty, and Ayden needed the remaining fuel for his
jetpack. He was one of the few Mandalorians? a Mandalorian supercommando, actually? who
actually had a jetpack. All the higher ranked supercommandos had one, and also all of the Lancers,
xEl xAOA OPAAEAI EUAA ET AEOAT OT A Ai i AAO8 4EA OAAOI
they had to spare them for a better purpose.

Ayden Stone knew that now the time for a better purpose had come.
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without anybody having leading rolls, apart from Mandalore and other high-ranked
supercommandos.

Only three quarters of the Mandalorians had a jetpack, but most of them airlifted others and so
could withdraw from the frontline easily.

While he was waiting until most of the Mandalorians had retreated, Stone fired wrist darts at the
still approaching Yuuzhan Vong, hitting them hard in their faces.

Another nice gadget, he thought, smiling about the deadly weapon, which was only really deadly
xEAT EO EEO A 9OOUEAT 611 GGAI HAGRRAN ®OOEAAA UT AKESA x

He checked the situation and noticed that he could accompany his comrades now.

He tossed one last thermal detonator at his enemies, then turned around and activated the
jetpack while running as fast as his feet allowed him to. The sudden boost lifted him from the
ground and he enjoyed the short moment of flying longer than it actually took.

It was about a kilometer from his current position to the growing plants, and he feared that there
xAOT 60 A1 1 OGCE A&OAl &1 O OEA xEI 1T A AEOOAT AAS

Just as he had estimated, two hundred meters before he reached the plants, the low-fuel-alarm
rang off and Ayden slowly maneuvered down to ground.

He hit the ground harder than he had wanted to, rolled over and began to sprint the last meters
to the plants.

The Honor Guards had already set up a stable defense line and trenches to keep the position.

They even had mounted several E-web heavy laser cannons, mortars and rotary guns. Stone jumped
into one of the trenches were the other leaders were.
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matte silver helmet, said. He was pouring some water on his military short shoved hair, takinga
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silhouette became clearer and eventually he could make out the vessel as a small Yuuzhan Vong
patrol ship.
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on the other side of the planet a fierce battle was fought?

" 00 . U dtihdd 6o cBofoe, after all. No matter who the passengers where, it was his only
chance to get off that small isle he had been put on.
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hands. After all, they had showed themselves worthy? more than worthy.
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used to. The infidel abomination ships were all too loud» OT | AOEET ¢ OEAO . UdT 1T ¢ 900
about the abominations the infidels used instead of living beings that the glorious gods had given
the Yuuzhan Vong.

The ship was very close now and a membrane opened, revealing a Yuuzhan Vong warrior behind
it.

Ol OA Ui 6 OEA T11U OOOOEOI Oh OEOed6 EA AOEAA 1008

09 AOh )T TAQd hoO0QJ6AT Ox AOAA AOCOET OOI U8 O.ix CAO 1A 1T/
031 OOU OEOh UAOhoe OEA xAOOET O Al OxAOAA AT A 1T OAAOA
4EA OEED AAI A AT x1i AiToA AT 1T OCE OEAO .Ud611TC 9000 A
warrior inside.
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are our highest ranked warrior, and without lead | doubt we have a chance against those infidels.

"AOEAAOh OEEO PAOCOI 1 OEEDAAMAS DI OOEDOGA OEIOEADARAAR

O) ETiTx OEAO EO AEAO ET ODPAA AN gekredodHte mdrhbase. . UST 1 C 9

'TA CEOGA T A A OOAOOO OADPTI OO Al O1F OOA86

09AOh OEOAS

The pilot turned the ship in direction to the base and accelerated. It would take half an hour to
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reported to Boba Fett, who was still flying the Gauntlet over the Yuuzhan Vong troops, its

turbolaser cannons unceasingly blasting the hostiles without any mercy.
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CHAPTER VIII

"Ronan, this is Thor," Katin's voice came out of Ronan's helmet commlink. "The Pursuers are
armed and ready to escort the Claw back to the planet. ETA thirteen minutes."

"Copy that, Katin," Ronan answered. "And good luck. Ronan out."

It's just about time that our reinforcements arrive, he thought, looking over the battlefield, the
still approaching Yuuzhan Vong and his warriors doing their best to hold them back.

Ronan walked out of the command tent and went to the nearest trench, aiming his left arm at the
approaching hostiles, waiting for them to get close enough to unleash the devastating fire burst of
his wrist-mounted flamethrower. Ronan's carbine was already out of ammo, and he had to use his
armor enhancements and hidden weapons now, like the flamethrower and rocket darts that were
most effective against Yuuzhan Vong heads, blowing them actually off a Vong's shoulders.

The battle was getting more and more desperate for the Mandalorians, who were totally
outnumbered, and now outgunned, as well. The Yuuzhan Vong didn't care very much about
casualties, and were stepping over their fallen comrades like an endless stream of scarred warriors.

Ronan avoided some razor bugs that had been thrown at him and then activated the
flamethrower. The hostiles rapidly fell prey to the unstoppable wall of fire, not being able to do
anything against it.

From all sides, Mandalorians were firing rocket darts and blaster bursts? as far as they still had
ammo, what most hadn't anymore -, launching concussion missiles and flamethrowers and hurling
thermal grenades at the attackers, some even fighting with vibroswords and other melee weapons
in close combat with the Yuuzhan Vong, taking scalps from beaten enemies. But overall, all their
efforts were useless? sooner or later, the Mandalorians would be completely out of ammo and had
to fight the Vong with melee weapons and their bare hands. Even then, and Ronan was sure about
that, they would still be able to hold of the Yuuzhan Vong for a while, but ultimately, the sheer
number of enemies would beat the Mandalorians.

So, Ronan thought, while firing his last rocket darts at some close attackers, all of the shots
hitting the mark, something has to change now...

But he didn't know what to do, and the only thing was to wait for a better time. Now, he had to
fight, and maybe die honorable, taking as many of the Vong with him as possible.

Ronan fired the last rocket dart at a badly scarred Yuuzhan Vong that was just striking out with
his amphistaff, attempting to use it as a spear and throwing it into Ronan's throat. But Ronan was
too fast for the Yuuzhan Vong warrior, and the rocket dart hit the scarred warrior's head, forcing it
to explode and leaving the Yuuzhan Vong headless. The sweep was still strong enough for the living
spear to glide out of the dead warrior's hands and drill itself into the ground, followed by the
headless corpse that hit the ground only seconds later.

Ronan turned away and checked his weapons. The Heads-Up-Display (HUD) of his helmet
showed him that only one thermal grenade was remaining and the fuel tank was very close to
empty. His sidearms, his carbine and all other weapons were totally out of ammo, and he didn't
want to waste the last bit of fuel for the flamethrower. He still had his jetpack and the concussion
missile mounted on it and wanted to save that, as well as the grenade, for later.

So, he had to admit that the martial arts lesson from his father would've helped him in the
following combat, more than he wanted to image. His father had been an excellent fighter, and
Ronan wasn't bad at melee and close combat at all, but he could've been a lot better. His father had
always told him that his lessons would one day save Ronan's life, rather than any of his skills in
ranged combat, or more precisely, his talent with sniper rifles. Ronan had only gone through the
basic course in Kharritokh's martial arts trainings, and he really hoped that this would be enough
to stand the Yuuzhan Vong in the following battle.

Kark, snap out of it! Ronan told himself. Stop worrying about this nonsense and start fighting,
soldier!

So he jumped out of the trench and ran over to the next Yuuzhan Vong, his carbine readied and
the bayonet's vibro-emitter activated. The hostile never saw it coming, and Ronan landed a clean
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strike into the invader's belly. Pulling his rifle out of the corpse, he watched the dying body falling
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Yuuzhan Vong any longer and went on.

The next Yuuzhan Vong had already seen him and was holding his amphistaff ready to parry
Ronan's strike, but latter never wanted to attack the enemy this way. Instead, he fired the fibercord
whip from his right gauntlet and made the grappling device wrap around his opponent's lower legs.
Ronan did all of this while running, and he didn't stop after the Yuuzhan Vong's feet had been
grappled, but continued running and thus throwing the warrior off his feet. The Vong landed hard
on his back, and Ronan could clearly hear the Yuuzhan Vong's neck breaking. After rejecting the
whipcord, he went on to the next hostile.

This time, Ronan didn't have the element of surprise anymore, and this time, it was not him who
attacked. The Yuuzhan Vong drew his coufee, a dagger-like weapon the Vong used as a secondary
weapon to the amphistaff, and threw it at Ronan, who could just avoid a critical hit at his shoulder,
but still the dagger streaked an unarmored part of his shoulder and caused a rather big flesh
wound. Slowed down by the unexpected attack, Ronan could hardly parry his opponent's next
strike with the amphistaff. He kept the Yuuzhan Vong at distance and extended his vibroblades in
his forearm wrist gauntlets, preparing himself for the next attack. But for some reason, his
opponent didn't attack and only waited in defense pose. Though knowing that he was in
disadvantage when attacking now, Ronan deked a kick with his foot, which would throw his
opponent off-balance, but then rammed his left vibroblade right into the Vong's face, hitting him
badly. As expected, his opponent let the amphistaff go and quickly lifted both hands up to the deep
wound in his face. Ronan used the chance and rammed his carbine's bayonet into the enemy's
armpit.

He pulled it out of the falling corpse and allowed himself a short rest. He looked at the timer in
an edge of his HUD he had set for reinforcement's arrival: 00:06:23

"- AT A g thik it Barec," he said to Fett over comm. "It's still six minutes before reinforcements
arrive, and | don't think we can hold our position any longer."

"Don't worry, Barec,” Fett said calmly.

A loud burst from the sky interrupted him, and Ronan looked up. Three small ships were coming
from the sky, blasting the frontlines with bursts of heavy laser fire.

"Here go your reinforcements,” an unfamiliar voice said. "This is Kir Kanos, and | guess you could
need some help down there, eh?"

(A AEA
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CHAPTER IX
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Ronan himself left the battlefield and activated his jetpack. The last bit of the fuel carried him up
01 OEA bl AAA x E AShipray-blEstboats Hatl 1anGed. Bonénkvalkkdiover to the
dozen soldiers Kanos had brought with him and turned to the brawny, tall man in crimson red
armor, who obviously was Kir Kanos. The soldiers all looked prepared and ready for battle, well
trained and experienced, just as you had to expect of men that followed Kir Kanos, one of the most
notorious and respected fighters in the former Empire.
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He had killed the treacherous Carnor Jax, another former Royal Guard who had claimed himself to
be the new Emperor several years ago. Kanos had made himself many enemies, but he still was
totally royal to the long-dead Emperor Palpatine, yet attempting to follow his orders. In the past
years, Kanos had disappeared, nobody really knowing if he was still alive. But when the Yuuzhan
Vong had become a threat for the Imperial Remnants, Kanos reappeared and fought for the Empire
again. His hatred towards the Yuuzhan Vong was well known, and Ronan thought that the Vong
indeed had to fear this fierce and honorable warrior.
Now, Kanos was here on Dubrillion, a planet near to the Imperial Remnants. He had heard about
an attack on the Yuuzhan Vong base there and figured it to be a great opportunity to fight the
61 1T¢cs (A EAAT 80 ETT xT OEAO - AT AAIT OEAT O xEAOA AOOA
Fett was involved, a man Kanos respected as a great warrior like himself.
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Fett told me about you. Cayne Barec was a great man? one of the best instructors ever to train us,
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Kanos would be the one to honor me, rather than the other way round.
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the explosives in the trenches and retreat. This should force the scarheads to move on, and just
when they are close enough, we set off the charges. That gives our bombers a clear target, and we
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Both leaders gave their orders to their men and attended their duties. Ronan took some energy
packs for his rifle and then searched for a good sniping-position. He found one and lay down to the
ground, started shooting distant Yuuzhan Vong and thus covering the other soldiers.
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Meanwhile, the trap was being set.
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caused. The growing plants were mere black holes now, the hangar building was destroyed, and
iT00 1T £# OEA AOEI AET CO All xEAOA 11710 OOETO AT U 111

Yuuzhan Vong warriors marching towards the enemy position, pointlessly, as far as he could judge
it from what he saw. The infidels were no more than sixty men, and eight thousand Yuuzhan Vong PAcGe | 28
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smoothly.
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He re-entered the patrol ship with five more warriors and ordered the pilot to fly to the front.
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something was wrong. Most of the infidels had indeed left the trenches and only a few were still

fighting, alsoretrAAOET ¢ Ol 1T x1 U8 " OO0 . U8T T C 9000 AEAT 60O EITIT x
men to storm the trenches.

The warriors followed his orders and sprinted towards to hostile position, unleashing the fiercest

xAO AOEAO . UGTT ¢ 9 00O ofhidviarridrOnkaincriediole and emédidibe x OAOE
unstoppable.
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warriors jumped into the trenches, stabbing their amphistaffs everywhere, not killing any hostiles
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ground and threw him off feet. Cursing, he landed hard on his back, not realizing that this quake

had just saved his live. He tried to look up, but all he could see was enormous explosions above the

trenches. The ground still shook badly, and Yuuzhan Vong bodies and body parts were catapulted

into the air as if they were mere rag dolls.
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time of rest.
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Stone looked up and could seethe 7 A OO E | OaldXthe#Pirshexs flying over them, followed by
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Before they could respond anything, the show began.
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The two KDY AIAT/i-drop ships deployed napalm bombs, which burned a huge aisle into the
enemy lines, and the bombs were followed by two dozen Mandalorian parachute troopers,
ANGEDPAA xEOE AQOOA &£OAT OATEO &£ O EAOPAAE AT A Al A
wave of napalm impact were quickly finished of by the devastating walls of fire coming from the
troopers.
The Skipray blastboats were shooting concussion missiles into the enemy lines, taking out more
PAGE | 29 than a hundred with each explosion. The Gauntlet was still burning green tubrolaser fire into the
enemies, and the Pursuers were taking out the last ships and coralskippers of the Vong.
The whole battlefield was filled with green, red, orange and yellow blasts, walls of fire burning
high into the sky, filling it with thick black smoke. It was a really amazing display of fireworks, and
if you could skip the fact of thousands of lives of beings dying due to that beauty, you could really
enjoy it.
Ayden Stone thought it was inhuman to do so, but he knew that the Yuuzhan Vong would do the
same, or even worse to innocent citizens of the New Republic without turning a hair. They deserve
it more than anything. They pay for what they did to our galaxy, and this is only the first step in doing
SO.
4EA OOEI x8 AEAT 8O0 1A0O0 &£ O 1i1ch AOO OEA OAOGOI O «x
Yuuzhan Vong had been taken out and only few would have survived that. The remaining
Mandalorian infantry would finish off the last survivors, and then the mission would be done.
Dubrillion, a main Yuuzhan Vong base in the galaxy, would be free again.
But what could one merevicti OU | AAT ET OOAE A ZEEAOAA xAOe )OO 1A,
often seen those times. This was only the first step to a greater good.
This was the first step of the Rage of the Shadow Warriors.
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CHAPTER X

The Mandalorians waited for the ships to come back and land before going back to the
battlefield. The parachute troopers had already come back, and Boba Fett exited the Gauntlet the
first time since his arrival on Dubrillion.

He walked over to Kir Kanos, who was preparing himself for the upcoming battle.

0) xITAAO xEU xA8OA TAOAO 1 A0 AAMEI OAhRh +EO +ATI

+AT 1T 0 OITE EEO EATA ATA OEITE EO xEOE A 0O060OITC
1 AOAO8 4EAOASO ODEIOGEAMOASAOOI A O1T £EET EOE 1

O'1TT A PIEI 68 "AOAAh xEAO8O0 OEA OEOOAOEI T edo EA AOE

091 O80OA ATTA A COAAO EI A OEAOAhe 211 AT AT OxAOAAS
OOOOEOI OO OET OI AT60 AA A OEOAAO & KitKanospdirdgedbuQO | EOOE
EO EOIT 60 Z£ET EOEAA NOBOArGlddoOBT ¢ A OBET AODO0 & A+ OIAT @5 @ EIA
OET O1 A AA A1T1 OCES89

091 0 EAAOA EEI OECEOh - AT AAT T OEAT Ohe OEA - AT AAITO
equipping themselves with ammo, arms and other supplies Kanos and the two gunships had
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Tracyn Squad and the last Crusaders with you, Ronan. And equip as many of the Guards with
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putting on his jetpack and taking additional ammo and grenades.
He preferred to be prepared for everything.

Ayden Stone checked his fuel display one last time and saw the tank filled up to all limits. This
OEi Ah EA xT O A TAAA Ail OEA &£OA1 £ O EEO EAODPAAE A
because of that he demounted the flamethrower-attachment from his wrist gauntlet and replaced it
through an additional vibroblade-attachment.
Together with the Crusaders and Tracyn Squad, one of the two parachute trooper squads that
had been deployed by the gunships, heformeA OB 11 OEA A£O0T 10 1 ET Ah AxAEOQE]
orders.
Left to them were Kir Kanos soldiers, each of them wearing customized mercenary armor, some
with helmets, other without, and in front of them stood Kir Kanos himself in his crimson red
armor, the red cape waving in the wind. Although Kanos was carrying a blaster rifle, Stone knew
that he would switch to his double-bladed vibrosword he was famous for.
2ECEO O OEAI xAO 211 A1 " AOAAGO Al EOA PIAOIITT T &
them lost in battle, they still were the largest unit with thirty-two soldiers. The small number of
losses showed even more, what elite and great warriors they were. Ayden Stone himself had been
one of them some time ago, before he got promoted to lead a squad of non-supercommando
Mandalorian soldiers. Now, all of his nine men were dead, all fallen prey to the Yuuzhan Vong
ambush back in the first base the Crusaders E AA AT T NOAOAA8 (A EAAT 60 OEI OCE
before, and he wondered why he thought about them now.
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He forced himself to forget that for now and turned his attention back to the current task.
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Fifty soldiers activated their jetpacks, the Mandalorians airlifting Kir Kanos and his men, and
took off into the air, advancing to the burned and smoking, with corpses of dead Yuuzhan Vong
covered, battlefield.
The Crusaders and Tracyn Squad arrived first and let Kanos and his men to the ground in some
PAGe | 31 distance to a group of several hundred surviving Yuuzhan Vong.
Kanos had already started running towards the hostiles, when Stone suddenly came in mind why
he had thought of his lost men only seconds before. The ground covered with corpses was perfect
for an ambush like the one that had cost most of the Crusaders their lives.
O, TTE 1 O0Oh +s6ilithk foringr gukrdsmah dvér Eomm, but it was already too late.
About two dozens of Yuuzhan Vong suddenly appeared all around Kanos, who could just react
with a few quick bursts from his rifle, all of them missing their targets. Stone could see Kanos
throwing his blaster away and drawing something that looked like a club from the distance, but
Kanos held it more like a staff. Even from the distance, Stone could hear Kanos shout at the
90OOUEAT 611 Cd Owi AOAAA OEA PAET h OAAOEAAAOAS
The Mandalorian used his rifle scope to magnify the view and now could see Kanos ram the club
xEOE TTA ATA ETOI A 90OUEAT 611 ¢c80 OEOI AGs (A ATl Ol
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and it there was to possibility of hitting Kanos. So he just watched the former Royal Guardsman
fight.
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another going down to the ground. Seconds later, the blur became Kir Kanos again, and Stone
could see the former Royal Guard taking out the last two opponents with a clean sweep of his
double-bladed vibrosword ET AT OE 9 OOUEAT 611 CO8 OEOI AOOG8 +A1TT O
back to his weapon belt and picked up his rifle from the ground.
When Stone approached Kir Kanos, he was totally astonished. Has this man just really taken out
thirty scarheads?! IcAT 6 O AA1 EAOA EOS8
091 6 AAOOAO AAT EAOA EOh 1 AAhRd +ATT O OAEAR OI ElI ET C
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broke out into laughter.
Kir Kanos just grinned widely and pointed to the group of Yuuzhan Vong that was rapidly
running towards them, shouting incomprehensible words, which obviously ought to be fearsome
waO AOEAOh AOO 30ITA xAOT1 80 AOGAT AEAAOAA Au OEAI EI
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the advancing mob of hostiles.
Together with everyone on the battlefield, Ayden Stone followed KEO + AT T 06 O AAOEAA AT
The battle was short, since most of the Vong could be killed before becoming real threats in close
combat, and after a few long minutes of fight, the Mandalorians, Kir Kanos and his soldiers could
return to their temporary base and celebrate their victory.
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lying on the ground. He looked up in the sky and could see the infidel soldiers flying over him with
their abominations of machines, which spitted fire to keep them in the air.
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threat.

But then he thought of the weapon by which he had been sent to unconsciousness at the very
beginning of the infidel occupation again.

I can hardly be the only one they took out with this weapon. And when I can awake again, others
probably can as well. So there is still hoD A 8
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CHAPTER XI

When Ronan returned back to the base and landed together with the others, he could feel the PAGE | 32
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bringing drinks and ale from their Skipray-blastboats. Some Mandalorians took off their helmets
and joined in, simply sitting down to the ground around small fireplaces.

When seeing the fires, Ronan noticed that the night had begun to dawn and the sun was going
down, leaving a beautifully colored red sunset.” OO EO xAOT 80 1 1 1 UredkdloksOOE £OI1 N
actually reminded Ronan of the blood spilled and the lives of comrades perished to make this
victory possible. He suddenly thought it was wrong to celebrate without giving the dead a last
honor. He looked around and saw that he was, by far, not the only one who thought so. He could
see the cheerless faces of his men, desperate of the loss of so many friends, squadmates or even
brothers.
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time arch-enemy Han Solo had called it not too long ago on the Mandalorian training base on
Raxus Prime.
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He walked over to Kanos, who was sitting at a fire with his men and some Mandalorians, all of
OEAI xEOE Al 6001 AOG AT A 1060cO EI OEAEO EAT AOG8 21 1AI1
drink now, but then he noticed those bottles and cups being merely filled with water. Fresh water,
actually, he thought when he saw the glass and aluminum surfaces were moist with dew.

The men around the fire greeted him with respectful nods, and when he sat down next to Kir
Kanos, and the ex-Royal Guard even tapped him comradely on his shoulder.
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those one-hundred warriors who took out an enemy force about a hundred times stronger then
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there is still the possibility that some crab-boys survived and sent something like a distress call. In
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before they get to know more about us. We have destroyed all possibilities for the scarheads to

communicate, and even if some could survive and call for reinforcements, it would still be enough
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The young Mandalorian was obviously expecting an answer, but after getting none, he realized
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This Stone is a weird guy, Ronan thought. As the sole survivor of his squad, he seems to be very
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mercs or are they loyal followers to you? | actually doubt the first, since a warrior of your
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attack on Dubrillion, and when | decided to go there, several soldiers came to me and offered their
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is always stronger than a smaller group or a single man. | paid none of them, they are all volunteers,
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on the battlefield. | only know few men who would have survived that? now, | know one more. But
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He then put the bottle back on the ground, put his helmet on and stoodup. ©0) 81 OAAOAEEI C &
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he said and went away to the burned black holes, where, not too long ago, the trenches had been.
It was too dark for him to see the other side of the battlefield, even with his rangefinder, so he
activated the low-light mode and swept the distance for a moving being.
After a while, he realized that the low-light mode was useless, and he switched to infrared-mode.
Fett,youl O & Ang thdught, shocked.
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representing incapacitated Yuuzhan Vong. Actually, there was nothing to worry about that? pain
bullets and nerve killers made Vong unconscious for the rest of their lives. The problem was,
however, that among those blue shapes were several red shapes.
Ronan knew far too well that latter represented conscious Vong? and there were lots of them.
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CHAPTER XIlI

Boba Fett well knew that he was surrounded by dozens of Yuuzhan Vong warriors and even more  page | 34
of their reptilian soldier slaves, the Chazrach.

Despite his knowledge about that, he did not move a foot to retreat this obviously desperate
sitOAOET 18 "1 AA &AOOR OOEIT OEA CAI A@Us0O i1 00 11071 OE
reputation without reason. But even a great Mandalorian warrior like Fett? who had even become
Mandalore? could not possibly hope to stand a chance against a hostile force outnumbering and
outgunning him by far.

Fett well knew about that, too.

o#1T 1T A ATA CAO 1T Ah OAAOEAAAORSG EA? ArEdouldeadA O EEI
EEIih AT UxAUh T AEOEAO 1T O0AO Alii 110 OEmik&Gsmy EEO OAA
Al O Ui O 6¢ci U OAAOADOOOOR ) AAT DPOI I EOAS8O

The first group of hostiles, a bunch of undifferentiated, primitive-looking scaled Chazrach and
two fierce but heavily deformed and tattooed Yuuzhan Vong warriors leading them, were
approaching slowly and cautiously towards Fett, not unlike predators circling and weighing their
odds against a prey larger than themselves and not encountered before. If not for the serious
situation, Fett would have found the advancing enemies, apparently still numb and dizzy from the
aftereffects of the nerve killer toxin, hilarious to look at. They rather looked like tumbling undead
figures in the dark and misty night, ridiculously reminding of moronic cyborg armies in mediocre
horror holodramas. At least for the Chazrachs this statement was quite true, but with the Yuuzhan
Vong warriors, it was another story completely: the two of them were looking even scarier in the
dark than usual, and they seemed to be more enraged and filled with wrath than any other
opponent Fett had ever encountered before. Maybe this was another aftereffect of the toxin, maybe
anotherreason? " I AA &AOO AEAT 60 OAAITT U xAT O O EITiTx EOS8

What he did know was that such a level of fury made the Vong capable of things one could hardly
imagine. And with every single conscious YuuzhanVonginsuAE A 11T Ah OEA - AT AAIT O
began to wither, if not vanish altogether.

, AG6O ETPA OTiI A T £ 1TU ATUO 11 OEAAA T U &MOAT AA AT A
move, he thought when the Vong were nearly close enoughtoengage.) AT 180 xAT O OEA 111
they can find of me to be my corpse? or maybe even less than that.

Then the attack came? together with the stand of Mandalore.

From all directions, coufees and amphistaffs were hauled at Boba Fett, who literally betook
himself to flight by activating his jetpack. Once catapulted into the air, he saw that he had guessed
right: the Chazrach had all headed towards the place where Fett had been mere seconds ago and
eventually crashed into each other> OT I A A1 OAAAU 11 O0OO0AI 1T U EEO AU OEAEO

Fett watched the heap of Vong-bred creatures growing large enough, before triggering the satchel
charge he had buried there earlier.

The charge, filled with extremely efficient flechette projectiles, detonated in two steps. In the
first, tiny explosion, the soil atop of the satchel was blown away. The second and proper explosion
perforated all the Chazrach in close perimeter with small shards that detonated after piercing the
thin vonduun-crab armor.

Boba Fett landed in some distance and watched the caused chaos among the reptoids. Most of
OEA OADPOEI EAT O1T1 AEAOO xAOA AAAA T 0O A1 1T OA O AUETC
the two Yuuzhan Vong warriors had survived, and others were already approaching. This time,
there were more Vong than Chazrach, and the former were looking even more wrathful than their
comrades, who now had spotted the Mandalorian.

&AOO AEAT 680 x AHeQpridEd@owddds thénOavoldid@thAeAHEa8yn amphistaffs and,

ITAA EA xAO Al T OA AT T OCEh A&£EOA AfacA THe $cdkredhéad AAOO OECE
exploded, blowing flesh, gore and slimy parts of the Vonga brain all over the place.

And as the decapitated aliend body dropped to the ground, his comrade had now come close
enough for melee combat and unleashed apowerful slashx EOE EEO Al O&FAAR AEI AA AQ
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Unfortunately for the alien warrior, this body part was very well armored with an extra layer of
Mandalorian iron and easily absorbed the dagger-equivalent. FettusedEEO | BBI 1T AT 680 Al 1 &£
AT A EEAEAA EEO AOITOAA AiTT O ET O OEA xAOOEI 0680 OEC
OEA 611¢C80 ETAA xAO AOI EATh AOO OI i AET xh QEA xAOOE
second strike with his coufee. Fett avoided this blow by ducking and rolling away, getting up again
behind his opponent. He quickly ejected the vibroblade in his right forearm gauntlet and before the
alien could turn around, the humming blade connected with an unprotected part on the Vonga
back. Thistimeh & AOO6O0 1T PPTITAT O AT OIA 11T 111CAO EAADP EEI O,
ground.
Fett finished the Yuuzhan Vong off with a clean headshot from his sidearm. He grimaced as he
looked at the blaster pistol in his hand. I@n getting old, he thought as he realized that he must have
accidently dropped his EE-3 earlier, but now didnd have the time to look for it. By now, it had
become even darker and mistier since, and he could see several tall silhouettes emerging from the
thick fog that made it hard to see any further than fifty meters. Fett activated his thermal vision
and could see still lots of hostiles standing? and he knew he had to think of a save solution to solve
this problem, before they could come close enough for close combat. What, after all, proved not to
be too difficult? he was still full enough of ammo, fuel and grenades to take out most of them from
distance.
Since Fett could hardly see his enemies, they would have troubles to see him as well. He still had
two concussion mines and another flechette satchel charge, all of what he soon planted all around
him. That should prevent most of the hostiles from getting near, before the bounty hunter was
ready for them.
All he could do now was to wait for the inevitable. He prepared his flamethrower for the
upcoming assault and already put his thumb on the trigger for the mines.
From all sides, more and more Yuuzhan Vong were emerging from the fog, with a slow but safe
heading on him. This time, the Vong moved took a more tactical approach, taking cover
AOAOUxEAOA bi OOEAIT A AT A O@ & whizh iad beed hértened witd I £ &A OO
the loss of his EE-3, anyway.
The first bunch had already advanced to one of the concussion mines and Fett was just about to
press the trigger, when a sudden fizzing noise breached the air, followed by about a dozen of
similar sounds. Fett could only guess what this had been, but as the group of Vong he had targeted
was one after another falling inanimately to ground, he knew that those brief sounds had been
near-silent projectile bullets from a heavily modified EE-23? a marksmang rifle roughly based on
his own EE-3, that was only used by one man Boba knew: Ronan Barec, one of the most promising
soldiers under his command.
Fett used his helmet® rangefinder and zoomed to a spot where another tall figure just had
Al AOCAA &O0iT i OEA OEEAE &I ¢c8 &AOO Al OI A Al AAOI U 1| AE
a Yuuzhan Vong, but bore the distinctive resemblance of a Mandalorian supercommando armor.
The figure made another two steps out of the fog, and now Fett could make out the golden and
silver markings and the trademark black brassard of Ronan Barec, whose rifle was steadily trained
on a target behind Fett, smoke from the last shot still soaring from its barrel.
Obviously realizing that he made too clear a target himself, the elite marksman lay down on the
ground behind a small otherworldly plant that made for a makeshift cover. Barec was taking careful
aim for other hostiles, each bullet he fired hit dead in the mark.
4717 1 AOAh "TAA &AOO OAAI EUAA OEAO EA EAA AAAT AEO
passing his mines, now giving way to a full-scale assault from all sides.
Reacting like a real warrior had to, the old Mandalorian was quick to unleash devastating waves
of fire from his gauntlet-mounted flamethrower, while spinning around and spreading the fire in a
circle around him. The expanding wall of fire stopped most of his attackers, and Fett deactivated
the destructive weapon, sparing the remaining fuel for the following ascension with his jetpack.
He landed a few meters away from the fire and sprinted towards Ronan, who had already come
back to his feet and was now giving Boba helpful blasts of curtain fire, this time with salvos of
blaster bolts. One could hardly say curtain fire when speaking of Ronan Barec, though, since still an
amazingly high percentage of the shots hit their targets? not always deadly, as usual with shots of
the highly experienced marksman, but at least they hit.
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Fett fired a few blind shots over his shoulder before he finally caught up with Ronan, who was
already slowly retreating.

get back to the camp where you can see how a proper celebration looks like8 0 )
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some, most likely most of them, died, but others survived, as you will hardly fail to see8 e
gestured to the corpse-filled battlefield.

04 EAk@adh AOO T1 x860 11 O OEA wibiiprdssir@ tone(pdintiagwith 217 T AT O
his head towards the advancing line of Chazrach and Yuuzhan Vong warriors.

091 O8OA OECEONhOG k& ADO AADARAGOA AR CEE A EAELhebughiEl OCA O C
Nevertheless, he was not old enough to stay distracted for too long, and was thus fast to forget

about this thought andtofocusi T OEA OAOE AO EAT A8 O!riiil OOAOOOeo
O 4 E O Aral dots, two concussion charges, one flechette nade, five energy packs, one mag of
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Ronan nodded and handed over the explosives to Fett, who planted the charges in close
perimeter around them, while the younger Mandalorian was providing backup. Fett covered each
charge with soil and set the time fuses to two minutes each.
It was a cheap method of getting rid of the threat, Fett had to admit, but the two Mandalorians
were barely in the position to choose a more honorable way.
Boba Fett had never much liked explosives, but he had never had to fight so many enemies on
that open a battlefield before. And for masses of hostiles, weapons of mass destruction were far
more useful than the normal light weaponry he was used to.
QJm, sir, a bitfasterperhapse 6 21 1T AT E Tt dbvorie @&y deAll o8eAtle place.d
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Ronan just nodded and seemed to be taking a look into the edge of his visor, but Fett couldnd tell
for sure. What he could see, were the red digits in the corner of his visor, counting down ever-so-
soberly.
T179glYdiah T1T4¢g71VYdi Yh TT1T4g1VYdiih 8
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thermal detonator at a group of Chazrach, which had advanced up to a dangerously close
DAOEI AOGAO8 " OO OEAThHh 11T &AOO80 Aiii AT Ah EA POO OEA

few rocket darts at the line of Yuuzhan Vong slave soldiers.
Back to back, the two Mandalorians took out one hostile after another, but it would not take long
before they lost their position. Until then, they had to fight harder than ever, for they had to ensure
that they escaped just at the proper time and that as many Vong as possible fell victim to the
detonation.
Boba took another look at the countdown:
00:01:17
Damnit, even time seems to be against us? why am I setting the timer to such a ridiculously long
period, anyway?
Mere milliseconds later, his thoughts were, EAOUh Ul 08 OA EAA x1 OOA AAAZEI OAh
this.
He then looked on his fuel readout and saw that there was still a bit left for a last wave of fire
against the ever advancing enemies. There was no need for him to spare the rest; it would not be
enough for their retreat, and so he could well Qvastedit on his foes. Ronan still had a full tank, far
AT1T OCE A O AT OE 1T &# OEAih AT A AT AEOI EADO xAO1 80 OI1
two people with jetpacks carrying one without jetpack. In this case, Ronan would have to take the
job of two men, but that should not be a problem for a Mandalorian like him.
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4 EA A0 A ltanEwas j&tle@qyb fOr a fire-burst of five seconds, but the impact on the
outer-galactic warriors was still very satisfying. The flames spread from the first and closest line of
Chazrach to the second and third lines behind it, causing quite a bit of chaos and panic among the
90OOUEAT 611 CcO8 OADPOEI EAT OI AOAOS

(T xAOAORh [ OAE A& O & A fdp henitéadyh mbtiaeifrédron ¢f a sEcGnd, A E A
the former bounty hunter was distracted with taking a look at the countdown, but that was still
AT 1 O6CE OEI A £ O A OEOI x1 OAUT O AOCc 061 EEO A xAAEN
of the razor bug alone was not strong AT I OCE O1T AT 1 i AOAT U PAT AOOAOA OE/}
bodysuit and reach the skin, but unfortunately, astray thud bug happened to hit the same spot an
instance later. The impact of thesecondET OAAOS O AAOT 1 AdyEto trill paAsaf tt@O 01T 1T ¢ Al
OAUIT O AOC AAAD EIT Oi botirAybindetnearB sékearietl wharitiiesh@rg A 1 1 A

particles bruised his kidney.

Ronan first noticed that something had happened whenE A OA Al EUAA OEAO EEO Al i C
halted. He turned around to see what was going on and could just make out the older
Mandaloriand © AT AU EEOOEI ¢ OEA CcOI O1 Ah EAOAS8

Somehow, he could no longer see the Yuuzhan Vong still approaching them, nor the timer
continuously counting down. The only thing he could see was Fettd body lying on the ground in
front of him? the body of the greatest bounty hunter ever, one of the most admirable and
respected? or feared? men in the galaxy, one of the best and most honorable fighters that had ever
lived.

Ronan could not accept what he saw. He could not accept that the man he had always looked up
to, the man that had resurrected the Mandalorians from the dead, was now lying there in front of
him, totally helpless.

Bit by bit, his mind started to come back online, and he realized that his blackout might possibly
be the reason for the death of both of them.

The first thing he could make out again were the Chazrach and Yuuzhan Vong who now had
approached so close that Ronan could nearly see them in the darkness without the vE OT 08 O 1 1 x
light-mode.

The second thing were the red numbers in the edge of his HUD, changing from high counts to
lower counts, and that in an alarmingly fast speed.

00:00:23, 00:00:22, 00:00:21

And then, suddenly everything became as clear as never before.

The darkness vanished and he could see everything in a clear, bright light. He could see the faces
of every single alien enemy that was fiercely awaiting his next move, he could hear the steps of
armored boots in a far distance, he could hear the short beeps coming from three small bumps in
the soil around him.

00:00:15, 00:00:14, 00:00:13

And then, he suddenly knew exactly what to do next. He did not even realize himself stepping
Al OxAOAh AT xET ¢ Al xT AT A OAI 1T (xBde @id nOtHeAlizd thathd O - AT AAI
was seizing Boba Fett® back and activating his own jetpack.

And, he did not realize that the countdown had already reached zero.

00:00:00
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CHAPTER XIII
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Pieces of shrapnel, soil, flesh and blood were thrown into the air, together with flechette

projectiles and the bright explosion of the charges.

Corpses and limbs of Yuuzhan Vong and Chazrach soldiers flew around like rag dolls, crashing
dozens of meters away into the ground, those who had survived the explosion dying by the heavy
fractures caused by the impact of hitting the surface.

And out of all those things blown up, one object got higher into the air than all others. This
Ol AEAAOGSG xAO Ai 1T OEOOET ¢ ET (Qmd theailbly dsihdleljetpeciy plusx AOOET O
the thrust of the explosion speeding them up.

Ronan Barec could hardly recognize what was going on. He was hit by pieces of shrapnel, but
most of them were held off by his armor? he worried more about the already injured Boba Fett
OEAT EEI OAl £/8 &AOO xAO 110 AO xAl1l AOIiTOAA AO 211TA
exposed, so the younger Mandalorian tried to protect those as good as possible.

Ronan had also to manage to get their flight back under control, for they were just flying
uncontrollably around, fortunately not towards the ground, but that would come, sooner or later.

He adjusted the directional thrusters and slowed the whole flight down slightly, but it was still hard
to control against the turbulences.

He did a few more things to get them back on track, and when he finally regained control of the
jetpack and stabilized their flight, he was suddenly shocked by a too familiar sound; the low-fuel-
alarm of his jetpack. He took a short look into the corner of his visor, and saw the fuel meter lower
than he had liked it to be.

4EEO xAO A OAAl DPOI Al Aih OET AA OEAU xAOA EECE EI
enough to bring them down without a scratch.

This is going to be a hard landing, Ronan thought as tried to maneuver them down.

.10 01T AE£AO AxAUu &£OT i OEA bi AAA xEAOA OEA Agbii OE
on the ground. He had not regrouped with his soldiers, since he wanted to stay alive as long as
possible, to report to is superiors about the new threat.
But now, as he heard and felt the explosion, he stood up and watched the spectacle. Away from
the major explosion, an infidel was flying into the air, powered by an abomination that was spitting
more fire towards the ground? the ground covered with Yuuzhan Vong, Chazrach and body parts
of either.
The Yuuzhan Vong warrior watched the infidel warrior flying uncontrolled through the
turbulences, already hoping that the enemy was dead, as the target finally caught itself and got
AAAE 11 OOAAE8 .U8IT 1T C 9000 1TTTEAA AITOAO 11T xh ATA
human on his shoulder.
They must be the best warriors of all the infidels here, he thought respectfully, thinking of the
dozens of his kind they had already taken out, and that they were still alive. It shall be an honor for
me to kill them.
. U8TT¢c 9000 EEI OAl £ xAO TTA T £# OEA AAOGO 90OOUEAT 6
doubted that those infidels would stand a chance against him. He had seen them fight, but that had
always been against low-ranked warriors or even Chazrach slaves? they would be no match for
him.
Now that he thought about it, he wondered why he had waited for so long to fight. He
AT OAOI AOOT U x1 O A5 OA TAAMOIAAN G ONT AR TxE I G1ABORA QOAERRAT
Warmaster even sooner.
But the honor of killing them single-handedly is far greater than killing them with backup-troops,
hethought 4 EA 7AO0I AOOAO xEI 1 COAAOQOI U DPOT i Thends. i A xEAT )
He took another look into the sky, at the infidels, and saw that they were slowly gliding down to
the ground.



PAGE | 39

HONOR GUARD

#A1 EO CAO AAOOAOe )611 #mZEETEOE OEAI T &£& 11 AA OEAU
And it could get better: suddenly, the fire out of the first infidA1 8 O AAAE OOl bPAA ODPEOQ(
falling speed highly increased. They were falling several meters before they hard hit the ground,

TT1T0 A EAx T ABAOO AxAU &£OI I EEI 8 .Usi1TcCc 906606 Al 01 A
chance had come.
I x UITGBIGA & PAU &£ O xEAO Ui G80OA ATT A O 1T U EETA

Driven by eternal wrath and vengeance for his fallen comrades, he swiftly sprinted towards the
hostiles, his amphistaff ready.

The conscious infidel had already sat up, but the other one, that seemed to be wounded, was still
lying on the ground.

4EA AT T OAET OO 1T A AEAT 80 OAAI OI OAA EEI Al 1T ETCH
I £#£ xEOE EEO OOAEA AT A OEAT OiI AGEAA OEA 1T OCAT EA xA

While doing that, in the corner of his eye, he saw the apparently unconscious infidel pointing
with his finger at him.

'TA ET OEA ETOOATO T &£ A OAATT AR OEA 1T OEAO ATAI U «x
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Vong had been a human, the strike would have worked, but the Yuuzhan Vong warrior was hardly
hurt by this strike. He packed hisenel U8 O 1 AC xEOE EEO 1 AZOh EAOQOEEI ¢ EOQ
ET £ZEAAT 11 EEO AAAE8 (EO I bPPITAT O EOCOO A£OCAAA EEO &4
feet, extending shining claws from his hands.

. Ui 1 ¢c 900600 AiI 01 A EARAOAEEOEAROEEUEA AEDI AOT | BEOQRAN
through the fierce-looking -OEADAA EAI 1 AO8 (A OAEUAA EEO Ai PEEOOA,
waited for his opponent to attack.

"O00 OEA AOOAAE AEAT 80O AliAs8

Instead, the other warrior took his helmet off, thOAx EO AxAU AT A OOADPPAA AITO
Yutt could see his face? the face of true warrior, with scars here and there, and short, curly hair.

His armored opponent was as fierce looking as it was possible for a human? and the eyes staring at
him with pure anger only aided to that.

031 EAOA xA AOAnho OEA ET ZEAAI OAEA E1 DPAOEAAO 900
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would be lost.
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that his opponent was cowardly talking not fighting and so he attacked with his amphistaff

4EA ET OOEI A xAOOET O AEAT 860 OADPI U AT A OAI AET AA AAI
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The still speaking infidel only made the Yuuzhan Vong warrior even angrier.7 EU AT 180 UT & EOQG
shut up and fight for your life?! He drew his coufee and threw it at the armored warrior.
0916 xAT O I A Oi OEOO Obed OEA - Al AAIT OEATh A0 EA
dagger-like weapon. 091 & AOA AOAT A B OB@ODIZE ad| hadl Asfindated. HEhought
uir 6 xi 01T A EAOGA AO 1 AAGO OT i1 A 0100 T A& OGATOA A O ETI
do anything but let you die, E 06 @®O1
. UB8T 1T ¢ 9000 111 Uandtherugike Nith hiddmphistaf Bulsaid nothing.
4EEO ET £ZEAAT OAAIT U OEETEO EA6O ¢i O A AEAT AA ACAE
His armored opponent also parried that stroke and then finally went from defensive to offensive.
Although he had awaited suchanattacEh . U811 ¢ 9000 xAO OI OAI 1T U 1T OAOOE
of kicks, bashes, blows, slaps and more kicks, the infidel warrior knocked him off-balance, relieving
him of his weapon and eventually throwing him to the ground. But instead of finishing him off, his
foe just stepped back.
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VONG?! How does he dare insult me?!!
"TEIET ¢ xEOE A OACA COAAOAO OEAT EA EAA AOAO A@obPA
himself on the so-called Mandalorian, grabbing his throat with both strong hands.
The infidel gasped, angst appearing on his face? but only shortly, before a broad smile appeared
on his face.
7TEAO OEWIelAC 90060 OEi OCEOh AAAEI OA EET Al i U £EKRAGedi4g
As he lightened his grip and lookeddownh EA AT 01 A OAA OEA AAUITAO 1T £ E
belly. And now it was to him to angst-ridden. He wanted to fasten his grip again, but then he felt an
even stronger pain in his stomach, in addition to hearing a loud noise, seeing a red flash and
smelling stink of burning flesh. He could see infidel thrusting him away, and he landed hard on his
back.
, UET ¢ AAAT U ETEOOAA 11 OEA CcOI O AR .UdiTc 9060606 11
infidel warriors. Driven by his rage, he had totally forgotten what respect of his hostiles he actually
had? he had once more underestimated them, just as he had overestimated himself. Unfortunately
for him, he we would never again have a choice to do things right. He was dead, or at least close to,
and he well knew it.
The infidel was just disgustedly looking down on him, his smile having long disappeared and
AAAT OADPI AAAA AU Al OOOAOI U COEiIi AgPPOAOGOEIT 8 4EA ~&
putting his helmet back on, and then going away, shouldering his incapacitated comrade and
leaving the Yuuzhan Vong for good.
O#1 1 A AAAEhR UT O Ai xAOAhd OEA 9OOUEAT 611 C OAEA EI
dishonorable, but you yourself leave your enemy bleeding behind? and that is honorable?! Finish
(A AT O1TA EOOO OAA OEA ET £ZEAAI xAOOET O AT 1 OET OET C
Yutt, and the Yuuzhan Vong warrior finally realized it was over.
So this is how it ends? The honor of dying in battle is refused for me? Instead, I have to die by mere
bleeding?
. UslT7T¢c 906000 AT OIA T1T0 OOAT A OEAO8 &1 O A 90OUEAT &6
possible. There were better ways to die, and the Yuuzhan Vong warrior already knew how he could
die a more honorable death.
He searched to the place where he had thrown his coufee to, found it and crawled there.
0&1 OCEOA9 AIAIREAIDd EA OAEA8 O) ZEAEI AA U1 Oh AT A Al1T
Then he grabbed the coufee and stabbed it into his heart.

O! OA Uil & AAIAGHEDEAGNSKed his leader on their way to the camp.
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Boba Fett just shook his head and remained silent for the rest of their trip.

Having not walked very far, they met Kir Kanos and several Mandalorian soldiers. A few of them

went to Ronan to take care of Boba Fett, one of them a medic who immediatA1 U A @Al ET AA &AOO
wounds.
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CHAPTER XIV
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will, sooner or later, return to this planet and attempt to re-capture it. The problem is just that we

AT160 EAOGA AT1T OceE 1 AT O AOOAAI EOE A OOOITCEITA EA
Vong from coming back to Dubrillion by quickly moving on to the next Yuuzhan Vong-occupied
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younger Mandalorian kidded.
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have enough men to defend Dubrillion; well, as it happens, | know a certain party who does. This
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weary fighting nomads from one battle to another, and the Empire -6
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No one seemed to be willing to reply, so they silently moved on. The wounded Boba Fett was
steadied on a stretcher carried by two medical officers? ahead of them was a small group of
Mandalorians who led the way, just as there were Mandalorians behind, as well as Kir Kanos and
his men.

*000 AO !''UAAT 301TTA xAT O O OAITE OF OITiT A T&£ +ATTO
into the sky, following a loud buzzing sound, as if a giant insect had risen from the ground.

@ AAOG8AKiEnk Bursed. 4 EAOS O 1 12 @ EAIO BEOE@Tkpper.
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started about a kilometer and a halfaway, AT A xAO 11T x NOEAEI U OEOET C EIT Ol
men and one Mandalorian shot a few rounds at the skip, but the others knew better: it was useless;
the Vong ship was out of range.

Stone looked over to Ronan, who seemed to be talking via comm with the men at the camp and
3 DA 08 O. HowkwgrAstobe quickly got a view of the situation: they could not intercept the
coralskipper? the Legacy had no more fighters on board, the ship itself was too slow to be a thread
for the skip, and the Pursuers on ground could not reach the Yuuzhan Vong craft fast enough.

I thought they were all dead, Stone thought furiously. And even if somebody survived, how could he
get a coralskipper?

O4EAU 1 OOOB80OA EAA AT AiI AOCAT AU AAOCAI Al 6hol +AOEAOA
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This guy really gives me the creeps, Stone thought, unsettled. First, he appears out of nowhere to
come to help us, and then he gets my thoughts clearly without me saying anything.

The coralskipper had already disappeared from view by the time Ronan finished reporting over
his helmet-com and turned back to Stone and Kanos.
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enough to be of any threat to the skip.
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coralskipper? and thus, Stone remained silent. PAGE | 42
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Dawn was already breaking as the group arrived at the temporary camp. Boba Fett and Ronan
Barec? who had also several minor wounds from shrapnel and thud- and razor-bug hits? were
immediately transferred into a medical tent? which was already filled with several casualties? and
treated.

I #ORAO0 AAET ¢ OOAAOAA AT A EAOGEI ¢ A 1T1TTE 11T &AOO

Fell Tagren, the Togorian Atross and the Noghri Kharritokh? the leaders of the remaining
Crusaders and Lancers? and some of their soldiers were assembled around a small fire, over which
they were roasting nerf steaks and other food Kir Kanos and his men had brought with them, and
drinking some traditional MandalorianT A & O (black @léithe last ship from the Legacy had
supplied them with.

As Ronan joined them and Atross handed him a mug of ale, they all clinked glasses and called out
xEOE OECI Wydmnipajilcd AOI OET OCE Al1l 1 &£ OEAI 1 AOGEI 001 U
victory, they all celebrated as if though was? they were glad the battle was finally over.

After a bit of chatter with his men, Ronan left them for good and went to the end of the camp,
only meters away from the battlefield, which was still covered with corpses? corpses of Yuuzhan
61 1Tc ATA OEAEO O1I AOGA xAOOEI 06h AGO 1106 1T &£ -ATAATTO

In their absence, the others? medics and affiliated soldiers? had already returned to the
battlefield to recover the dead? or, if their bodies where no longer a whole, only the armor or parts
of it? and brought them to small pyres beside the camp, where Ronan now was heading.

There was a small pyre for every single of the deceased, and some of them were still worked on,
but overall, it was close to finishing. In front of them, Ronan could make out a total of about forty
to fifty corpses (judging by numbers, that figure represented more men than a platoon had), none
I £ OEAI AT OAOAA xEOE A Ai AO08 /11U OxI 1T /&£ OEA Al AEA
were in a more or less good condition: deep holes and blood-blotches everywhere in and on their
armored and unarmored parts, some with coufees and amphistaffs still stuck in the flesh, others
with whole limbs missing. Several Mandalorians stood in front of their former friends, comrades or
relatives, taking off their most untouched possessions? like whole armors, helmets, buckles or
gauntlets? with them as a memorial, then lifting the deceased on their private pyres and igniting
them. The scenery was unique: in the background, you could still see the fires and smoke from the
battlefield rising into the sky, and in the foreground, you could see lots of individual fires, releasing
the Manda? A - AT AAT T © iath étdndty, add b bf that in the twilight of dawn.
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them had been good soldiers, but the list was too long.

Most shocking of all was the fact that one of his former best friends in the Mandalorian
Protectors, the Devaronian Trynic Jatt, was lying there dead, and no one could be seen taking care
I £ EEI 8 21 TAT EAAT S0 OEI OCEO AthdIds@f a@dedfrichdwasOA O | OAE
AOGAT EAOAAO Tix8 (A EAAT 86O ODPAOAA A whaaita@EO 11 EEO
happened, Ronan had more important things in mind than mourning the dead, but now, it hit him
EAOAAO OEAT EA EA Aefilsdaimdht ted éve lost riemdA Gif férider jGb as a
police special operative had been dangerous, and had cost some of his comrades? some close to
him, othersnot> OEAEO 1 EOAO8 (A AT 01 AT80 EAOA Al Ai AA EEI OA
he had been a simple soldier and not a leader, but now that he was responsible for so many, the
loss weighed a lot harder.
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intricate crest had to suffice. He removed his helmet, put it on the ground beside his old friend,

took the buckle into his both hands and knelt down to recite a traditional Mandalorian poem, one

that some might define as a prayer. Once finished, he put the buckle into one of his belt cases, put
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from his flamethrower, he ignited the pyre and stepped back, watching in dolefulness.

0) 080 A 1 AOGOh EOT 860 EOGed A EAITEIEAO O EAA O1 01 AAA

&1 O 11T AAh 2ADPBACBAARADD] AT OOET AO A#ddingadthd AEA EEI O
OOO0O0OAT CAOGd EA EOOO OOOT AA AOI OT A O11Tx1U AT A OAx A

G AT ABANT AEAT 860 A@pPAAO Ui & O AA AAAE 11 Ul 00 EAA
surprised.
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arrive, thus giving our men their required rest, and then continue with hitting them there, where
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Ronan just nodded.

He turned back to the pile where he had placed the Devaronian. The wood was still burning, but
the corpse had already vanished to ash. Once the fire had burned out, the ashes would be scattered
by the wind over the whole battlefield, thus giving the Mandalorian the last honor.
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clear for others whether this was a question, an exclamation or just a spoken thought. For Nas
Choka, it was all three.

This can only mean bad news, he thought.
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eccentric, taut walk and his mimic showed otherwise; it showed determination, and some sort of
pride, what seemed completely illogical to Nas Choka.

Who does he think he is?! My successor? He can hope to get out of this meeting alive!

Tzekon Lian was just wise enough to kneel down before the Warmaster and lower his head?
otherwise, he would have been liquidated at once.
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small group of unbelievers, we sent a platoon of our best fighters to investigate their, by a shower of
meteorites concealed arrival, but none of them returned. Only an hour later, two of our
strongholds were wrecked, hundreds of fellow warriors were dead, and the infidels were still nearly
unharmed. After them destroying our plants for coralskippers and eliminating the main base, we
were finally able to push them back a bit, before they got reinforcements and took out other
thousands of Chazrach and Yuuzhan Vong. We were by far outnumbering them, but in the end,
nearly every single Yuuzhan Vong on the planet was dead, due to an airborne attack and soldiers
spitting fire everywhere; apart from a few like me, who had been stationed in a hidden outpost.
From there, we were analyzing the battle, at least before the whole company there decided to move
out and take hold of the infidels, thinking they had an advantage after analyzing the infidels? but,
however, they miserably failed, although still having twice as many troops as the infidels. Only a
handful of warriors, including me, remained at the outpost. We had one coralskipper there, for
emergency, and so we decided to send one of us to report to the Yuuzhan Vong fleet what had
happened there: me. The others are probably dead, already, so | am the only survivor from this
AAOOI A85d
Until now, Nas Choka had listened silently, having decided to let the young warrior speak his last
xI OAO8 " 0O xEOE 11T OA AT A 11 OA 4UAETT |, EAT OADPI OOAA
more. Deciding against his original plan of Killing his inferior right now, he decided to let him live
at least a little longer, and said enraged:
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They proved to be reliable allies in the last few years, but now they prove to be fierce and serious
enemies. They victoriously defended their capital planet against us, hitting us hard and
unexpected6 51 OEI 11T xh EA EAA AAAT OAITEET C i1 OA O EEIC
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of more than ten-thousand troops on one of our main forts in this galaxy?! Are you insane?! Not
even Jeedai could have accomplished something like thatA " OO ) OET O1 AGOA ET 1T x1 E
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outraging him. But he forced himselfto calm down? O1 ECEOI U8 O7EAO0 xAO OEAEO O
rage was not useful in such a situation? he had to think clear and rational, not driven by emotion,
now.
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with them, | was able to gather some on their past. They, and especially Fett, seem to have a grudge
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been this very race of warriors, the ancient, war-loving Mandalorians, that had prevented us from

invading this galaxy earlier. It is only a legend, but more than four-thousand years ago, an infidel

abomination had driven one of our first yorik-strohna out of this galaxy. And, on Dubrillion, an

abomination quite similar to that described in the legend, has also wreaked havoc among our
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the defeat at Dubrillion attacked on of our patrol frigates in the Null sector. We found the Unfailing

Punishment driving abandoned in space, and as we investigated it, we found every single Yuuzhan

Vong on the ship dead, most of them without their scalps? and latter is definitely a sign of

Mandalorians involved. We have been observing the Mandalorians as closely as possible, but it
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before?! Commander Rulaak Tsun was a lieutenant at the Battle of Mandalore and one of the few

survivors, and | promoted him in order to do said thing, train warriors with tactics to counter the
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door-membrane, with the guard and a tall Yuuzhan Vong warrior stepping in, who seemed to have

far too less scars and implants for his high rank? nevertheless, he already wore the command

cloak, connected via fresh claw-implants into his shoulder, and he also had no longer an amphistaff
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Lian here was the last survivor and could escape to bring the bad news. | am just about to promote

him to the rank of a subaltern, with special status as an advisor and tactician for your division,
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his promotion, as if he had just foreseen that.
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Also dismissing the commander, Nas Choka rose from his throne, heading to the transparent

membraneof hiswA O OT1T 11 ET OEA i1 AET EAAANOAOOAOD T £# OEA 90b6¢C
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The terraforming of the planet was still in progress, and here and there, you could still see
remains of abominations, but overall, the planet was flooding with color and flora, looking far
different from the dull grey that had dominated its appearance before the terraforming.
While looking at the yellow sunset, Nas Choka thought about what he had just learned in the
past few minutes.
The Mandalorians are posing to be a far greater thread than formerly estimated. But no matter how
good they may fight, they do not stand against the Will of the Gods. Those infidel warriors are just PAGE | 46
another tiny insect on the body of a strong Yuuzhan Vong warrior that only waits to be scrunched,
the Warmaster thought.- AUAAhR EO80 Al ET OAAO xEOE A O0O6OITCIU E
Ci 1T0i Ah AOO EOB8 O ObduditionofthewdoOAAO O1T OEA 1T OAOAI I
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deadly toxins that did affect the overall-condition of a Yuuzhan Vong, for it was not the sting that
was the danger, but the toxin that was spread from the sting.
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